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Cemetery cleanup season often begins around Easter and continues up to 
Memorial Day. For tips on cleaning and researching in cemeteries, check 
“cemeteries” in the subject index to past issues of the newsletter (http://www.
wvculture.org/history/ahnews/ahnewssubjectindex.html). Anyone working in 
or visiting a cemetery is encouraged to fill out a Cemetery Survey form for 
the State Historic Preservation Office, and to share a copy with the Archives 
and History Library. Information about the program and copies of forms can 
be found at http://www.wvculture.org/shpo/cemetery.html. If you do not have 
the time to participate in the full survey but would like to provide information 
to the Archives, you can simply list the names of the persons buried there, 
including information on the gravemarkers and your own knowledge about 
them. Send that list to Susan Scouras, Archives and History Library, for 
inclusion in the West Virginia Cemeteries Collection. We include any West 
Virginia burial place, even a single unmarked grave on the family farm.

Music and Film Programs to Feature 
Archives Staff

From the Editor:

Continued on the next page

Upcoming Archives and History 
First Tuesday lectures feature the 
knowledge of archives staff on 
both entertaining and informative 
subjects. On May 3, Bobby Taylor, 
l ibrary manager, wil l  present 
“West Virginia’s Heritage Music,” 
combining historical information with 
musical performance to demonstrate 
“old time” musical traditions. For 
more information visit our Web site 

at http://www.wvculture.org/history/
workshops/taylor050311promo.html. 
 On June 7, Dick Fauss, moving 
images archivist, will conduct 
“Archives and History Movie Night: 
Footage from the Collection.” 
Audiences for previous Archives 
presentations and for annual 
History Day displays have always 
enjoyed Fauss’s selections from 

2011 West Virginia History Bowl Champion 
is Moorefield Middle School
The 2nd annual West Virginia 
History Bowl, sponsored by the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and 
History, took place on April 26, 2011, 
at the Culture Center in Charleston, 
West Virginia. The fledgling but 
successful History Bowl of 2010 was 
formalized and expanded for 2011 and 
subsequent years to include a regional 
competition in each of the eight 
Regional Service Education Agency 
(RESA) districts, with the winning 
and runner-up teams advancing to 
the state championship. The 2011 
History Bowl state tournament 
champion is Moorefield Middle 
School, Hardy County, RESA 8. 
Sissonville Middle School, Kanawha 
County, RESA 3, was runner-up. For 
more information, including a video 
of the championship round, visit our 
Web site at http://www.wvculture.
org/Historybowl/historybowl.html.

 The History Bowl features 
questions about West Virginia history, 
culture, heritage, tourism and people 
pulled from a compilation of more 
than 1,600 prepared by the staff of 
the Archives and History section, 
with help from the West Virginia 
Division of Tourism. Students who 
use the Daily Trivia, Quick Quizzes 

and Golden Horseshoe Study Guide 
on the Archives and History Web site 
will be well prepared for competition. 
All public and private schools, as 
well as home school organizations, 
who assemble four-person teams of 
eighth grade students are welcome 
to participate. 
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Genealogy Club

Archives and History 
Library

Every Thursday Evening
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Once a month, 
on the second Thursday,
 there will be a special 

program with a speaker. 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Hall to Address May 
Genealogy Club
George A. Hall, a Civil War historian 
from Parkersburg, will present 
“The CivilianWar in West Virginia–
The Moccasin Rangers from 1861 
to 1863,” at the May 12, 2011, 
meeting of the Thursday Evening 
Genealogy Club in the West Virginia 
Archives and History Library. The 
lecture will focus on partisan warfare 
in central West Virginia and will 
include the legend of Nancy Hart. For 
more information, visit http://www.
wvculture.org/history/workshops/
genealogy051211promo.html.
 Thursday Evening Genealogy 
Club meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the West Virginia 
Archives and History Library, The 
Culture Center, Charleston, West 
Virginia. Registration for programs 
is helpful but not required. To let 
us know you plan to attend, call 
us at (304) 558-0230, or e-mail 
bobby.l.taylor@wv.gov.

newsreel footage, documentaries, 
travel promotion pieces, etc., in the 
Archives’ collection.
 Workshops are held from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the West Virginia 
Archives and History Library, The 

New Titles
Virginia Silversmiths: Jewelers, Clock- and Watchmakers, 1607–1860: 
Their Lives and Marks: Catherine B. Hollan, 2010.
They Came in Ships: A Guide to Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor’s 
Arrival Record: Revised 3rd Edition: John P. Colletta, 2002.
They Became Americans: Finding Naturalization Records and Ethnic 
Origins: Loretto Dennis Szucs, 1998.
The Washington Iron Works of Franklin County Virginia: 1773–1850: 
John S. Salmon, 1986.
In and Around Gerrardstown, West Virginia: 1870–1905: James V. Hutton, 
1999.
Appalachia: A Self-Portrait: Wendy Ewald, 1979.
Pneumoconiosis in Appalachian Bituminous Coal Miners: W. S. Lainhart, 
et als, 1969.
Suggestions to Authors of the Reports of the United States Geological 
Survey: 5th edition: U.S. Geological Survey, 1958.
Family Circle of Richard T. Shackelford and Celia Hubbard and Related 
Lines: Loretta J. Wright, [no date].
The George Philip Williams of Craig Co. Virginia and Aylett Weaver 
of Monroe Co. West Virginia Genealogical Compilation: Herman Joseph 
Williams, 1981.
The Life of Daniel Boone: Lyman C. Draper, 1998.
An Appalachian Reawakening: West Virginia and the Perils of the New 
Machine Age, 1945–1972: Jerry Bruce Thomas, 2011.
U.S. Steel and Gary, West Virginia: Corporate Paternalism in Appalachia: 
Ronald Garay, 2011.

Registration for these free workshops is helpful but not required.
Call our office at (304) 558-0230, or e-mail bobby.l.taylor@wv.gov.

Workshops are held 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the West Virginia Archives and 
History Library, The Culture Center, Charleston, West Virginia.

Evening Workshops and Lecture Schedule

May 3
Tuesday

June 7
Tuesday

July 5
Tuesday

August 2
Tuesday

Bobby Taylor 

Dick Fauss 

Jim Mitchell

Travis Henline

West Virginia’s Heritage Music

Archives and History Movie Night: 
Footage from the Collection 

Decorating Carr China
 

The Resurgence of Anikituhwa: Language 
and Cultural Revitalization among the 

Eastern Band Cherokee

Date Conducted by: Subject

Culture Center, Charleston, West 
Virginia. Registration for these 
free workshops is helpful but not 

required. To let us know you plan to 
attend, call us at (304) 558-0230, or 
e-mail bobby.l.taylor@wv.gov.
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Genealogy Club 
Learns about 
NewspaperARCHIVE
At the April meeting, the Genealogy 
Club was addressed by Susan Hayden, 
adult services consultant for the 
West Virginia Library Commission. 
Hayden explained how to access 
and use NewspaperARCHIVE 
database, as well as other newspaper 

resources available free to all state 
residents through the “Newspaper 
Archives” section of WVInfoDepot, 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/
workshops/2011aprilgenclub.html. 
To learn more about WVInfoDepot, 
contact your local West Virginia public 
library, or contact Susan Hayden, 
Adult Services Consultant, West 
Virginia Library Commission, (304) 
558-3978, susan.g.hayden@wv.gov. 
To view photos of the evening, visit 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/
workshops/2011aprilgenclub.html.

Coal Facts 2010: West Virginia Coal Association, 2010.
2009 Directory: County Commissioners of West Virginia: County 
Commissioners’ Association of West Virginia, 2009.
Savage is My Name: Part II: R. Blair Savage, 2010.
Estlack-Eastlack-Estlick Descendants: Elizabeth Estlack Mullett, 2011.
Tucker County: Cynthia Phillips, 2005.
Tidewater Virginia Families: Generations Beyond: Virginia Lee Hutcheson 
Davis, 1998.
Memoir of Rev. William G. Margrave: B. H. Jones, 1868.
Occurrence of Explosive Gases in Coal Mines: N. H. Darton, 1915.
A Nickel and a Prayer: Jane Edna Hunter, 2011.
Along Pond Creek Road: For Descendants of Alda Buckley Kennedy: 
Helen M. Kennedy, 2010.
Control of Silicosis in Vermont Granite Industry: Progress Report: U.S. 
Dept. of HEW, 1957.
Out of the Mountains: The Families of David William Green and Susan 
Lynn King: David William Green and Susan (King) Levan-Green.
The Zanes: A Frontier Family: Benjamin E. Blumel, 2005.
The Bracken Rangers: Company K, 28th Regiment, 1st Indiana Cavalry: 
and Essays on the Civil War: Robert Allen Stevens, 2010.
The Elk River Coal & Lumber Company: R. Brooks Stover, 2010.
Chessie’s Railroad: George Seiden Wallace, [1946?].
Indian Paths of Pennsylvania: Paul A. W. Wallace, 2005.
The Annals and History of Henrico Parish: Diocese of Virginia and St. 
John’s P.E. Church: J. Staunton Moore, 1996, 1904.
The Journals of George Washington and Christopher Gist: Mission to Fort 
Le Boeuf 1753–1754: Kevin Patrick Kopper, 2009.
Surname Index to 1913 Genealogical and Personal History of the Allegheny 
Valley, Pennsylvania by John W. Jordan: Sally Reed Jordan, 2000, c2000.
A Portrait of the Delbert Gordon Dawkins Family/Snapshots of the Athey, 
Jackson & Louden Families: Dorothy M. Barnett Darr, [no date].
An Historical Account of the Settlements of the Scotch Highlanders of 
America: J. P. MacLean, 1997, 1900.
106 Days of Grace: Our Chronicles of Faith: Cheryl Wintz Withrow, 2010. 
Directory of Family Associations, 4th Ed.: Elizabeth Petty Bentley and 
Deborah Ann Carl, 2001.
Revolutionary War Pensions: Awarded by State Governments 1775–1874, 
the General and Federal Governments Prior to 1814, and by Private Acts 
of Congress to 1905: Lloyd de Witt Bockstruck, 2011.
William Kelly: A True History of the So-Called Bessemer Process: John 
Newton Boucher, 1924.

The Night Owls Hoot Again in the Archives
The Mining Your History Foundation 
and the West Virginia Archives 
and History Library co-sponsored 
the 12th annual “Hoot Owl Night” 
on April 1–2, 2011. Forty-five re-
searchers, some from as far away 
as Michigan and Florida, worked in 
the Archives Library from 6:00 p.m. 
Friday through the night to 8:00 

a.m. Saturday. Archives and History 
Director Joe Geiger conducted tours 
of the closed stack and processing 
areas that are not generally open to 
the public. Refreshments, a popular 
feature of the night, were enjoyed in 
the Archives Conference Room. The 
event is conducted as a fundraiser 
for the Archives and History Library. 

View more photos of the event on our 
Web site at http://www.wvculture.org/
history/workshops/2011hootowl.html.
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Large Collection of Civil War 
Books Received
The family of. the late Echols A. 
Hansbarger, Jr., MD, of Charleston, 
West Virginia, has donated Dr. 
Hansbarger’s sizeable collection of 
books and other materials on Civil 
War subjects to the Archives and 
History Library. As these books are 

cataloged we will list them as “New 
Civil War Titles,” separately from our 
regular New Titles column. We thank 
the Hansbarger family for placing the 
books where they will be preserved 
and will be appreciated by other Civil 
War enthusiasts and historians.

New Civil War Titles
Fields of Glory: A History and Tour Guide of the Atlanta Campaign: Jim 
Miles, 1989.
Campaign to Nowhere: The Results of General Longstreet’s Move Into 
Upper East Tennessee: David C. Smith, 1999.
To the Sea: A History and Tour Guide of Sherman’s March: Jim Miles, 1989.
Kennesaw Mountain and the Atlanta Campaign: A Tour Guide: by Dennis 
Kelly, 1999.
The Battle of the Wilderness, May 5–6, 1864: Gordon C. Rhea, 1994.
Between the States: Bristol Tennessee/Virginia During the Civil War: V. 
N. “Bud” Phillips, 1997.
Van Dorn: The Life and Times of a Confederate General: Robert G. Hartje, 
1967.
High-Water Mark: The 1862 Maryland Campaign in Strategic Perspective: 
Timothy J. Reese, 2004.
Charleston at War: The Photographic Record, 1860–1865: Jack Thomson, 
2000. [Note: Charleston, South Carolina.]
The Uncivil War: Irregular Warfare in the Upper South, 1861–1865: Robert 
R. Mackey, 2004.
Mr. Lincoln’s City: An Illustrated Guide to the Civil War Sites of 
Washington: Richard M. Lee, 1981.
Blue Springs: A History of the Desperate Battles at Blue Springs for 
Control of Upper East Tennessee During the Civil War: William A. Beard 
III, 1997.
The Battle of Fredericksburg: William Marvel, 1993.
The Civil War in St. Louis: A Guided Tour: William C. Winter, 1994.
Lest We Forget: The Grave Sites of the Union Civil War Generals Buried 
in the United States: David L. Callihan, 2007.
A History of the Confederate Navy: Raimondo Luraghi, 1996.
One Continuous Fight: Eric J. Wittenberg, 2008.
The Civil War in the Shenandoah Valley: An Auto Tour Guide: Charles S. 
Adams, 1995.
Standing Ground: The Civil War in the Shenandoah Valley: Northern 
Virginia Daily, 1996.
The Last Shot: The Incredible Story of The CSS Shenandoah and the True 
Conclusion of the American Civil War: Lynn Schooler, 2005.
Waters of Discord: The Union Blockade of Texas During the Civil War: 
Rodman L. Underwood, 2003.
The Alabama and the Kearsarge: The Sailor’s Civil War: William Marvel, 
1996.
The Liberty Hall Volunteers: Stonewall’s College Boys: W.G. Bean, 1964.

Railroad Lecture 
Well Attended
On April 5, 2011, Lloyd D. Lewis, a 
former CSX employee and author/
editor of several railroad books, 
presented “Logging and Shortline 
Railroads in the Mountain State. 
More photos of the evening may be 
views on our Web site at http://www.
wvculture.org/history/workshops/
wkshp040511.html.

Virginia Legislative 
Petitions for West 
Virginia Counties
In conjunction with the Mining 
Your History Foundation, the West 
Virginia Archives and History 
Library has acquired Virginia 
Legislative Petitions on microfilm 
from the Library of Virginia for the 
counties which formed West Virginia, 
including the “parent” counties of 
Augusta, Giles, Montgomery and 
Tazewell. Beginning in 1774, Virginia 
citizens petitioned the legislature for 
private, public and political concerns 
that could not be addressed by or 
were not properly tended by local 
authorities. The petitioner did not 
have to be a voter—women, slaves 
and free blacks could not vote, but 
they could petition. Since few people 
could attend legislative sessions in 
Richmond and since transportation 
and communication were both 
slow and difficult, legislators made 
themselves available, usually at 
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Gray Raiders of the Sea: How Eight Confederate Warships Destroyed 
the Union’s High Seas Commerce: Chester G. Hearn, 1992.
The Hoofs and the Guns of the Storm: Chicago’s Civil War Connections: 
Arnie Bernstein, 2003.
Civil War Kansas: Albert Castel, 1997, 1958.
The Guns at Gettysburg: Fairfax Downey, 1962, c1958.
Jeb Stuart and the Confederate Defeat at Gettysburg: Warren C. Robinson, 
2007.
Cemetery Hill: The Struggle for the High Ground, July 1–3, 1863: Terry 
L. Jones, 2003.
Protecting the Flank: The Battles for Brinkerhoff’s Ridge and East 
Cavalry Field, Battle of Gettysburg: Eric J. Wittenberg, 2002.
Iron Afloat: The Story of the Confederate Armorclads: William N. Still Jr., 
1991, c1971.
Culp’s Hill: The Attack and Defense of the Union Flank, July 2, 1863: 
John D. Cox, 2003.
Blood Image: Turner Ashby in the Civil War and the Southern Mind: Paul 
Christopher Anderson, 2002.
The Cavalry at Gettysburg: Edward G. Longacre, 1993, 1986.
Lord of the Congaree: William H. Willimon, 1972.
Saber and Scapegoat: J.E.B. Stuart and the Gettysburg Controversy: 
Mark Nesbitt, 2002, 1994.
Gettysburg’s Forgotten Cavalry Actions: Eric J. Wittenberg, 1998.
Crisis at the Crossroads: The First Day at Gettysburg: Warren W. Hassler, 
Jr., 1991, 1970.
General Lee’s City: An Illustrated Guide to the Historic Sites of 
Confederate Richmond: Richard M. Lee, 1987.
The Official Records Pertaining to the Battle of Mill Springs, KY: Col. 
Jerry McFarland, 1999.
Bioarchaeology on a Battlefield: The Abortive Confederate Campaign in 
New Mexico: Douglas W. Owsley, 1994.
Mr. Lincoln’s Forts: A Guide to the Civil War Defenses of Washington: 
Benjamin Franklin Cooling III and Walton H. Owen II, 1988.

Permission to reprint articles from West Virginia 
Archives and History News is granted, provided: 

(1) The reprint is not used for commercial purposes, and 
(2) the follow ing notice appears at the end of the reprinted 
material: Previously published in West Virginia Archives and 
History News, [Volume and issue numbers], [Month, Year], 

a publication of the West Virginia Division of Culture and History.

their county courthouses, to hear 
from constituents before proceeding 
to the General Assembly. People 
could present their concerns orally 
to individual
 Petition research is not for the 
beginning family history researcher, 
but is an additional resource for 
the researcher who has looked at 
everything else available. Petitions 
are the only place divorce records 
will be found for this time period, 

since divorce was only obtainable 
then by petitioning the legislature. 
One may find a petition relevant 
to a  specific family line, or may 
flesh out an understanding of an 
ancestor’s geographic area and of the 
practical and political circumstances 
of the time and place a family lived 
in. Former slaves or free blacks 
sought permission to remain in 
the commonwealth to stay near 
enslaved spouses and children (free 

blacks were only allowed to stay in 
Virginia for a limited amount of time). 
Searching the petitions effectively 
for genealogical information takes 
patience and a certain amount of fore-
knowledge of where people should be 
and what they may have been doing 
so that the researcher knows what 
to watch for when browsing through 
the petitions. All petitions from the 
county in which an ancestor lived 
are potential sources of information 
and should be browsed. For instance, 
a petition for a new road or road 
improvements may give reasons for 
the request, such as needing access 
to a mill and naming the mill’s owner. 
In addition to the information found 
in petitions, the records themselves 
are originals, not transcriptions; 
therefore, the signatures are those 
of the actual petitioners, not written 
by clerks. 
 Petition research has great 
potential for historians as well. Local 
historians may discover when and 
why a road was built or diverted, 
identify types of local businesses 
and names of owners, find names 
of professionals such as doctors 
and lawyers, explore disputes over 
county borders and naming of county 
seats, and much more. Even a 
petition for a change or waiver of a 
tax can provide a window into the 
circumstances that prompted the 
request. 
 A description of these records can 
be found in The Library of Virginia’s 
Legislative Petitions, Research 
Notes Number 18, posted at http://
www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/gov/
rn18_legspet.htm. The West Virginia 
Archives and History Library has 
the most relevant of the additional 
sources mentioned in the Research 
Notes bibliography, including Popular 
Influence Upon Public Policy: 
Petitioning in Eighteenth-Century 
Virginia, by Raymond C. Bailey, and 
all five periodical articles cited. Three 

Continued on the next page
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Calendar of Events
Please check our web site (http://www.wvculture.org/history)  for genealogical and historical society meeting 

announcements, and for more complete information on activities listed below.

INSPIRED: HISTORIC GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES ART EXHIBIT, through July 24: The Culture Center, Charleston. 

“STORIES AND SONGS OF THE COAL FIELDS,” May 9: Jim Costa, speaker, Erma Byrd 
Higher Education Center, Beckley. Presented by Concord University and Coal Heritage 

Highway Authority.  For more information, call (304) 256-0270.

“SECESSION FROM THE SECESSIONISTS: ANGRY WESTERN VIRGINIANS AND 
THE FATE OF VIRGINIA,” May 21: William W. Freehling, speaker, West Virginia Independence Hall.

“PEOPLE, PLANTS, PRIVIES AND PITS: ARCHAEOBOTANICAL STUDIES FROM 
WEST VIRGINIA,” May 26: Karen L. Leone, speaker, Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex, 

Moundsville.  For more information, visit http://www.wvculture.org/eventdetail.aspx?Id=1425.

Web sites with searchable databases 
for locating Virginia petitions are 
identified:
•	w w w. l v a . v i r g i n i a . g o v /

whatwehave/gov/petit ions/: 
Calendar of Legislative Petitions 
submitted to the Virginia General 
Assembly from 1776-1865. 
Information includes the name of 
the petitioner and town/county; 
date presented and description of 
petition; and reel, box and folder 
numbers. Each petition has been 
assigned one or more topics that 
allow subject index searches.
•	http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/

collections/petitions: In the 
Religion section of the Library 
of Congress’s American Memory 
Web pages, 423 early religious 
petitions to the Virginia General 
Assembly from 1774-1802 can be 
searched.
•	http://library.uncg.edu/slavery_

petitions/: The University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro 
maintains a searchable database 
of petitions regarding slavery from 
Virginia and half a dozen other 
southern states. (Of course, the 
Archives Library will only have 

the petitions for Virginia.)
 Petitions are not indexed by the 
name of the petitioner, as a rule, but 
by the “nature of the petitions.” The 
names of individuals are sometimes 
listed in the “Description” section 
of the index entries, but not always. 
Researchers need to focus on the 
geographic area and time period, then 
look through petitions of that era to 
see if their people are mentioned.
 Here are several samples of 
petitions:
•	John	Norris,	Lewis	County,	1824:	

surgeon in the 125th Regiment 
of Virginia Militia asks for an act 
allowing him pay for his services 
for the last five years.

•	John	Conrad	Holstein,	 Preston	
County, 1831: asks for a divorce 
from his wife Wilhelmina.

•	John	 Carter,	 Kanawha	 County,	
1806: asks to receive a pension for 
his services against the Indians in 
1792 under John Morris, Captain 
of the Militia of Kanawha County. 
Includes certificate.

•	Sarah	 Cunningham,	 Harrison	
County, 1816: asks for a small 
pension for assisting in repelling 
Indians from the West Fork of the 

Monongalia River.
•	Richard	 Pointer,	 Greenbrier	

County, 1819: former slave of 
Andrew Donnally asks for relief 
for him for his services against the 
Indians during the Revolutionary 
War in 1778.

•	Citizens	of	Jackson	County,	1841:	
ask for a free and sufficient system 
of public schools; a yearly and 
moderate appropriation for the 
Charleston and Parkersburg 
Turnpike Road and a branch to 
the Staunton Road; the abolition 
of prison for debt; etc.

•	Citizens	 of	Williamsport,	Taylor	
County, 1845: ask for a change 
in the name of the town to 
Pruntytown.

•	Martin	Whitzel	and	others,	Ohio	
County, 1803: Asks for some 
provision for the loss of their 
father and uncle who were killed 
by the Indians in defense of the 
frontier in 1786 and 1788.

Archives and History News
 is available on the 

Archives and History Web site
http://www.wvculture.org/history/

ahnews/ahnews.html



Please check our web site (http://www.wvculture.org/history)  for genealogical and historical society meeting 
announcements, and for more complete information on activities listed below.

MEMORIAL DAY, May 30: Archives Library will be closed.

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY COMMISSION MEETING, June 3: Charles Town.

“A SPECIES OF LEGAL FICTION: THE WHEELING CONVENTIONS OF 1861,” 
June 4: David Javersak, speaker, West Virginia Independence Hall, Wheeling.

CIVIL WAR SYMPOSIUM, June 4–5: George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War, 
Shepherdstown. For information, visit http://www.shepherd.edu/gtmcweb/seminars.html.

“FOR LIBERTY AND UNION: THE RESTORED GOVERNMENT OF VIRGINIA,” 
June 18: Daylong program including re-enactors and special focus tours of the building, 

West Virginia Independence Hall, Wheeling.

RE-ENACTMENT OF GOVERNOR PIERPONT’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 
June 19: Daylong program including re-enactors, special tours led by historic characters, 

period music, and reception, West Virginia Independence Hall, Wheeling.

WEST VIRGINIA DAY, June 20: Archives Library will be open.*

“GROWING A GARDEN AT GRAVE CREEK: A TOUR AND PROGRAM OF THE NEW 
INTERPRETIVE GARDEN,” June 20: Andrea K. Keller, speaker, Grave Creek Mound Archaeological 

Complex, Moundsville. For more information, visit http://www.wvculture.org/eventdetail.aspx?Id=1426. 

WEST VIRGINIA DAY CELEBRATION, June 20: Daylong program including re-enactors, 
period music, and reception, West Virginia Independence Hall, Wheeling.

INDEPENDENCE DAY, July 4: Archives Library will be closed.

FILM “SECRETS OF THE VALLEY: PREHISTORY OF THE KANAWHA,” July 28: 
Andrea K. Keller and David E. Rotenizer, hosts, Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex, Moundsville.  

For more information, visit http://www.wvculture.org/eventdetail.aspx?Id=1427.

HACKERS CREEK PIONEER DESCENDENTS 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
ANNUAL GATHERING, August 11–14: Hackers Creek Library and John Sleeth Trading Post, 

Hackers Creek. Registration deadline August 1.

FILM “HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY: BENEATH KENTUCKY’S FIELDS AND 
STREAMS,” August 25: Andrea K. Keller and David E. Rotenizer, hosts, 

Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Complex, Moundsville.  For more information, 
visit http://www.wvculture.org/eventdetail.aspx?Id=1428. 

LABOR DAY, September 5: Archives Library will be closed.

*Only the Archives Library will be staffed—all other Archives offices will be closed. 
The West Virginia Library Commission Library in the Culture Center  is closed weekends and all holidays.
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Joe Geiger ....................................................................................................................................................................  Director 
Bryan Ward.................................................................................................................................................. Assistant Director
Debra Basham ....................................................................................................Archivist (photographs, special collections)
Constance Baston ............................................................................................... Researcher (Veterans Memorial Archives)
Kyle Campbell  ...............................................................Cultural Program Specialist (county records preservation project)
Greg Carroll ................................................................................................... Historian (Civil War, Native American history)
Dick Fauss ..............................................................................................Archivist (microfilm and moving images collection)
Denise Ferguson ............................................................................................................................. County Records Archivist
Allen Fowler ..................................................................................................................................................... Special projects
Elaine Gates ..................................................................................... Library Assistant (microfilming and microfilm repairs)
Ed Hicks .................................................................................................... Photo Archivist (archival photography, darkroom)
Susan Holbrook .........................................................................................................................................................Secretary 
Mary Johnson ..............................................................................................................................................................Historian 
Terry Lowry ................................................................................................................................Historian (Veterans records)
Randy Marcum ............................................................. Cultural Program Associate (county records preservation project)
Cathy Miller ............................................................................................................Library Assistant (WV State documents)
Harold Newman ..................................................................................Library Assistant (microfilming, Revolutionary War)
Susan Scouras .......................................................... Librarian (cataloging, Kentucky, library collection, newsletter editor)
Jaime Simmons ................................................... Library Assistant (records of the 1700’s and early 1800’s, Pennsylvania)
Bobby Taylor .................................................................................................................................................. Library Manager
Interns ............................................................................................................................................Pat Dillon and Rose Feazell
Volunteers ....................................................... Carolyn Conner, Bill Kelley,  James Wilburn, Larry McDonnell, Sue Shank, 

Jerry Grady, Charlotte Thurston,  Patricia Richards McClure, and Ken Bailey

This newsletter is a publication of : The West Virginia Division of Culture and History
Randall Reid-Smith, Commissioner

Archives and History Staff

West Virginia Division of Culture and History
The Cultural Center
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0300

We would love to hear from you.  
Let us know what you find helpful in the newsletter, and 

what new topics you would like covered.
Contact West Virginia Archives and History News Editor 

Susan Scouras, (304) 558-0230, Ext. 742, 
or by e-mail: susan.scouras@wvculture.org.

  New e-mail: susan.c.scouras@wv.gov


