STATRMENT BY MR, ARCH ALEXANDER, MINT CHIEF FOR THE STATE OF
VEST VIRGINLIA, WHO CONDUCTED TME MEARING AT THET MINGO COUNTY COURT MOUSE,
ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 1951, AT 2300 O'CLOCK P. M.

Mr, Alsxsndgr I8 La hoped sufflolent svidence vill come out of
his meeting vbich will avold suy such happening im the future, It ves &
vory unflortunate incident. Fleven men lost thelr lives. It was strictly s
gas ignition and there wes very little ovidence of amy dust exploding. Ve
have quite » few witnes-en, vho vill now testlly cenceraing the imeldant,

Q. Fleuse tall the reporter your name, cccupatieon, and vhere
you realde.

A. Thomas Lembert, Mine Foremss st Burnlng Springs Collleriss.

G. You say you are the mine foreman there?

A. Tes,

Q. Howv loag have you held that position?

A: 3inoe 1947.

Qv You ars certified by the Vest Virglole Departmant of Mines?

ll' '“l

Q. What Lla your sertificste mmber?
A« 1438.




Qs You, of couree, are fapilisr with this territory. Rewe
you ever detected gas along thet lime at Burning Sprisges Colileries?

A: Bo, dr.

R« Vill you loock at this book and see L you recognizs 1%7
(Sxnibls Plre e Book).

A. Tos, sir, I recogniae it,

€. Will you lock at the last page. That wves the run of
yeaterday soralng, prior to the explosien’

A. Xes.

Q. In your own words, Mr. Lambert, start with yestardsy soraing
whan you went to vork and tell the story of vhat happened in your own
vay .

A, Vhen I csme to wvark yestarday moraing I cautionsd the foresan
in that seotion on this timbering aystes inu-by these places there, to be
sure and check before and after sach shot, vhieh he dooe vhen they are
cutting and shooting - he exsmines thée plecesa. I had some other verk
that the fire boss had left me = Dote on and I vent on the other sectlion.
A0 I wvas leaving and hosding toward this swotliom sy motorman cawe up snd
sxld they hed sp exploslion of some sort. I rushed on cut snd met the
sotorman from that seotion and the superintendsnt and we went on up to
so0 about it. WVhen ve arrived there we found the motorman about 30 feet
from the metor. Ve got him cut of the way and I took the other motorsan
snd we vent up and put = fev curtalns up and got the boom men out, snd
thay vere taken to the hospital,

€. V¥as thers suy evidence of fire vhem you first went Int?

A: Bo, sir,

G, This ¥o. 1 room that cut lnlto the ald verks. "hea dld they
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out Lnte tho old vorks?
A. Sosetime arcund 8100 or 83530 o'clock yesterday
soraing, the best [ oan figure 1%,

S« The losding sechine portially cloened thet up, did
it not!

Aes Yaa,

Q. VWas that the first plece that the losding sachine

A. T don't knov for sure vhether Lt vas the first place.
ALl I know Lx vhat was left Ln the places - the conditlon of them - -.

Q« Haa there sver bess gy gas reportsd o you along
this fault?

A, Do,

Qs Have thers been any szssinations sede of that place
alfter Lt was cut through, or do you know?

A, The jeslstant Foreman ssaulves befors (¢ Lo cat
&nd during the process of shootlng - Wfors and after ssch shot,

Qs Had that loading machins been in the shop recently?

A: Bo,

Qs Bow old is that losding sashine, %o the best of your

A: A littie over twe years ald,

Qs It hadn't boen in the shop lately?

A No.

G. WVas 1t nov vhan you got 147

A. Yes,

G« Did the machine man have s ssfety lampt

A, Be.

2. The only lasp on the ssction vas the one the seotion
foreman hed?




Baal

b

Tea.

Thats 18 2ll.

SHARLIZ PRAKE, vitoess:

Qs

Ao

Etete your name and cocupation, plsase.
Charlle Porry, Plstriot Mins Inspestor for the State

of Vest Virglnle Departaent,

Qs
Ay
Qs

Springs mines?

S
Al
2.
A.
c.
A.
Q.
Lty

A,

-
-

This 1s your imspection distriet?
b T W

Yhen var the last time yiu oxamined tha Burning

Monday, about 10130,

How pamy times in 1950 dld you make this inmspestlion?
Thres or four WUaes,

Have you ever found amy geas in this sins?

Not vith & lamp. [ have with a methana detsator,
Hov much gas does it show?

Plve=tantne oI 1%.

In vhat condltlon wea this sine vhen you inspected

Aversge good ecemdition.

¥het 1a the attitude of the loeal managsment tovard

safety und safety factors?

[

I find thex very cooparative,
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Qe
A

How sbout the men?
They are coopsratlve aleo. Thess places were driven

up against the fault,

Qe
A.
G
A
Q.
A
Q.
A.
Qe
Ao

A.

Pid you use your methans detestor?

Tos,

Vere the heads finlched?

Fo. 3 vas Cfinlshed at that time, and I thiok No. 2 was,
Had Shoy buttad of ' at Ho. 1 and No, 2°

They wore turned across there,

Vere they vorking wais No. 1 room?

Yon, thay wvere just %0 that room.

¥ho wan with you?

Hersohel Vhlts, Btate Mine [nspecter,

Hov many violations d41d you give this aloe om Wile

Seven.

That 1 all.

BERSUL WAITE, vitosse:

Q.
Ao
S
A,
Qe
L.
C.
A.

Give your meme and cocupation to ths reporter.
liershol White, State Mine Inspector.

Vhen 4id you inspect this nins?

On Meadey, Jamuary 15th, 1941,

¥ho vas vith you?

Oharile Perry, Uistrict Mins Inspecter,

Bid you separete or imspect together?

¥e sepamated.




Q. DUé you find sny gas?

As ¥os

§. Any bore holes?

A. R,

Q. WVhat was the general condition of the mine?
A. It vas well rock dusted, It vas in very good

Qs Do you recall the minimum smount of air which you

A. Approcimately 7000 fesat. 1 don't resonbsr exactly -
but L% wvas & Little over TOOO feat.

Qs Tou heard ir, Perry's testimony. Have you got any-
thing to sdd to LAY

A. Bo, I bellsve not.

G« You wers not on the section where the gas explosion
vaa?

A, Mo, theas go down hill very fast.

G« Did you make sny of these?

As Down through the alrveays on my retern.

G« Dld you ozasine the old fsults for gas?

As No, I vasn't in this aren (indleating om the mmp).

Thet 42 sll,

J0F NEMUN, vitneas:

Q. State your nsme and occoupatiocn %o the raporter.
A. Jos Newsan, Bight Foresn.

R o




O« You are familiar, of course, with the ares wvhere
ve had the difficulty yesterday?

A Tow,

Qs Have you sver found gad In that stction?

bk« I newer have,

R: Do you make the {ire Doas run?

b About two times & wook -~ Nondey and ridey.

Qv EBave you ever found amy ges om that fault iine?

A, Une time, about alx yesrs ago, I vould say. [ Just
barely ocould detect Lt that time.

€. A» Bight Foreman you are on that seotinn & good deal,

aven' bt youl

A. TYau,

m‘- is ‘11-

T._ ke LAMEERT, witneas:

€. Plsass state your name and Occupation,

A. T. L. Lanbert, Superintendent, Burning Springs.

S+ You wpe familinr with this area vhere the i{gnition
oecurred?

b TYas,

Q€+ Have you ever found any gas slong that faalt line?
A BFo, mot there,

G« Vhere did you find gus?

A. Tarther down the faulta.

o,
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Q. ¥as 1t exieting gea or feeders?

A It vap fesders,

Q« Have you ever Lested for gas in this particuler
arss?

As TYes.

Q. Have you ever found any gas?

A Bo.

Qs Sappose, in your own words, you tell us about thle
ignition yesterday, whore you wery, end eo on,

A« I wen ot the bouse having lunch and eme of the men from
the ofTice osme safter me and asid they had had some trouble. MHeo thought
Lt might have been sase kind of explosios or somethiog. I lsmedistely
Gase o0 dove to the sines and 11t the ssfety light snd went loside, 1
§9% up on tha sectlion ~ I guwess within 200 feet of the boom ~ and Seen gome
doad men lying across the treek, [ vent on up furthar snd sy the motesran
sitting there. I gquestioned him and he sesmed to be addled or scmathing.
fe didn't koov what ho wes saying., He clalmed to be tired and that he had
vorked too hard. I vorked my wey om up them to the boom. The boom mas vas
lying thers snd I thought it was the electriclan, It wes rather hot in that
irmediote seetion. T went vp 28 fav ae [ conld, then came back and told thes
to restore ventilation snd get the pen out snd make arrangementsa for ssbulances
to get “;ﬁm- Aftar wo lﬂlt-;nl'lﬁtil-mulﬂhr
mmmﬂﬁu.n!uu-ﬁrﬁ-lmuln?mﬂﬁlhm
BR Alive and ve could recover thea. But upon Investigntion ve found ewvery-

body dead,
0. You say yeu detected gus bask this vay (Indiesting on the
nap) .
A. It s sy knowledge thore hasa't been anmy gud collegled
up there.




Q. Yhen you came in the mine on your flrst trip, bhow did
you find those doors?

A Thay wore both elosed.

Q. Pld you knov Shat Bo, 1 place Lo this snbry hed out off
the old works?

li h.
That s all,
BalBO; BOL'Y, i tneans
2 hm-lln.l-. and oocupation, plesce.

A. Balboa Salen, employed «t Burming Gyrings Oolllesies Ocmpany.

S. You werw vorking on the day of the igadtical

Ao TYos. : 2

Q. Will you tell us wvhat you osn about 1b.

A. “Thave len't mueh T can say, ¥hem I eame in vith & telp
of eaptios I seen there was something wrang. [ salisd tho Doys snd nobody
ansvered. I got oy woter and ren %0 vhere I vas blocked, then I walked
some distance snd 1t got too hob for ma anc I came out and eslled Me,
Lambert and 21sa the miss foressn, Thomss Lanbert,

S+ &ye you the [iret nan who got %0 the poene of he
Lgnt sion?

A. Tsa. Ve called Thomas Lanbert % meet ot the wouth of %o,
9. 1 got Mr. Lszbert snd vent back. Ve rem ints sne of the bays vho vas
knocked out & lot, but still he osould travel., Mr. Lazbert weant ea boward
the fuce and Thomes and [ secured some surtalns whieh had Wlown dowm,
After that, Nr. Lesbert omme back and twid us t< sacure the sir as far
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a8 ve could, Ve d1d so. Mr. Lambert and I got this boy who was
knooked out, the motormas who ver wvorking with me, snd teck him on
b, Ve worked our wey ¢n up tovards the bocm amnd found the bece beoy,
Ko had com» to and wo tried 1o take Bim 40 safety. That vas aboub ss
far as we weat,

Q. How did you know something happened?

A nn.hﬁﬁtutn 18 alvays clexr. I8 has » good
uantity of alr on it at sll times. Theve ves too such mncke and dust
on 44 vhen T went in, Y

Q. Hew clowe vore you %0 this soens wham you nellced 147

A. About 7009 fest,

S+ Do you recaxber vhat time that was, approziastely?

A. Abmb 12100 ofaloock.

€« Vere you the llreb one %0 go ander that section alter
thin ceourred?

A T wie the Clvat ons vhe found vhet had cosurred and I
tealephoned.

Q. ¥erm any of the Joors openl

A« Uns at UWe south of Fo, 9 hed Liown apen. [ closed it
el lhen vlosed the olher ome, “hileh wes about hall open.

That is all,

QUCAR YUNG, ¥ilmess:

S« State your uram, sddieas and cecupatiom.

A. Oscar Tousg, Iues, Centucky, esd I am buggy operator b
Burning Springs Collleries,

Q. Im your own words tell us vhat you know sbout thia

lgnitica,
~10-
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himﬂm. I vas driving » buggy sbout

12100 o' alock sod for two or thres ssccads I hought I had loat my hear-

ing. In a fev ninutss ve had losded ocut all cers and lacked ome. I

mmmmwmmnmmmuﬁm The boom
boy told the mite foreman we lacked one cer end wo vorked sbout 45 mimutes,
I guess, before they called us,

Tom ware working o= a &ifferent section to the ma vhere

the igoltion cecurred?

A
Q.
A
Q.
A.

Yas.

Did you go on the alTacted sagtica?

YTas,

Vhut wen tho swppesvence of the plaoa?

Vell, 1t wan stlll mwoky up in there. Ve tried %o got

the alr up through thare,

Thet f»s a1,

DAMON MUQATT, vitness:

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
<.
A

Stata your nese, sddress and onsupation, plerve.

Demon Fugats, Madhioe Operstor, Inee, Esntucky,

Do you work on the seotlon above the one sffsoted?

Yoa.

Vill you tell us your version of vhat happened?

I don't know much. I d4dn't heer smything. [ was cubtting

soal &t the time. [ finished cuttlng » plsce, and after I gob At emt I
ptarted losding up on (he machine, They told me there had been an

explosion., T want down on the saction and there were a lot of boome and

dust. [ went o se» absut the men.




G« Do you sarry a salety lemp?
d: Bo. The sactlon boss checks the place befars v out

i
Q. o you sver cheok before eutting?
A+ Fo, the peclion boas does that.
That i all.
NELBURY PORTTR, witneses
G Pleass atate bo the reporter your noae, ocosupation end
address,

A+ Vilourn Portar, Tnew, Ksntuoky.

§. You vork on the seetlon abave the affacted sestlon?

4. Tee, T halp on the Joy.

Q. Tell me in your ssm vorde just shat you heard, ssv, ela,

A I dian't know anything about (4 wntil Shey callsd and told
us. They ecalled for us Lo came outelde, Vo Ralped to recover sess of
the bodles.

9. Vers tho budles pretsy badly burced?

A Bo, #lr.

Q. How are the sables on your neshine?

A. In pretity good shape.

G+ Vho makes the splices?

A. The electricien most of the time.

G+ Has your mechina besn im he shop recently?

As  Bu.

That s all,
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At this time the map is introduced a3 an

Ex. Algxacder:

Ve have soms people here who, I thiuk, are experisnced
along this line smd who have had a lot of axperlenss in this recowry
vork. [ would 1iks to hawve Mr. Vestliald, vho was in the aine last
night, to coma to the witnues stand,

LANES MISTIINLD, witnesm:

Q¢ FPlasss atate your nelte and octupation ta the reyortar,

A« Ny nese 1o Jense Vestfield., I sm Chiof of the Health
and Accldent Prevestion Division, Taglen 8, U, B, Bursas of MNines,
Pittatmrgh, Penneylvenia.

G Mr. Vestflsld, In your osm verds tell us about what you
sev io there after the ignitlonm.

A. Aftar lesrning of the exploslom,ws ware 1n the Tnlted
Mine Vorkers Offlce at Beckley. Ve lmmediately vent to Ni. Hope to get
the detalls and then we drove with Mr.. Quencn %0 the mice. Ve drrived
there somevhare batwesn 6100 and 7109 o'cloek in the svening. Vo son-
taoted Mr. Alexander and told him vhat we were there for. At the Uime w
vers unoble to contact the mine officinls, Thay were still underground
essisting vith recovery cpersticns. After the bodiss were recaversd -
I would say aprreximatoly 7130 - ve then met the superintendest of e
=ine xnd the zine foresen apd ¥r, Alexander had suggested that somecns
represant Wie companmy omn (e Lovestigstion, #o Hr. Laabert, the mine
foremsn, vas sppulnted. We went underground, and by we [ mesn the Barcss
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of Kines Inapectors snd S%ule [napectors, repressutative of the Safoty
Connittes aod the Mige Forspan., Ve travelsd the antire sxploolon arss,
Ve pleked sut She obvious evidande, inolading the evidenge which weae
polnted out by the men who ssaloted with the rscovery voark, ss to the

lecation of hofise acd what mechises wers in opermtion.
a® we bave indfcates that the fulls wvere in the three snirsnces in the

affeoted aroa. The sine mechine Ln whet [ fers the #tud of Fo. 1 entsy,
vas not In operetion, or sppereatly mob la vpsratlon, lu that the bodies
of the mschine holper and the operator wers lylng swey from the machine,
a8 though they ware satiag lunch, The glsee Lo shiloh the aschine is
s0cated had bewon unber-cul amu shot, The mechipe ved Dack from tie [ece
o short distemon. The losdihg wachine war possibly perntlang, 1o thad
the sparator's body wed lound mear Wie comtrols. The sachine bed losded
out the right slda of the place oud the msachiue hed bows Dached cubl of
the place with the loading hesd reived, isdlcsting that the mschine was
backing out or preparing to male shotlier oub of swvawh, as they term 1%,
There were oo ebubile cars meer Wie lusdlug sachice. The twe aliuttle
cars were neer e losadug poial. buriag our {irss flavesslgation we Soand
80 mothine by & parsisaliue Kluse sslety lusg, «nc & thovough svearch vas
made ir all wrwes affectod by the explocion. lne losding mmeiive Ls
tus permlaeible typs. The conclilon of the meshine 12 pot detarmined et
the nomant, but the Buresu of Minas hes cve of i6a elsotrlesl sngimeers
in cherge of testing this soulpuest Lo Lhe uloe lvoking this mactline over
at the present. To srtete at the soment o8 to vhore the gas cane [rox we
think it ceme from a foeder at the feuls, or nt the sbandonsd aress - we
mnmmm-uup h“ﬂumnhmmm
continuing the {nopostion snd when hﬂ. 12 completed we will be sble to
Mﬂn“n-ﬂau-tuﬂﬂwutmqw. Ve have not been
lﬂi““ﬁliﬂ“M'l"ijuﬂ-
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9. ¥ps the oombrpline on that losding mashine epen?

A. I «m gulng W bwve s lot Nr, Quenon shewer that imassveh
a9 1 ald mot shenk that,

§. Woald you like w0 atals anything more?

b, I whisk sobl unti) we have ecepletad our report.

IO B, RANGIUID, vAtaesa

G+ Give your tmme anl svonzellom, plesss.

A, Jotm H. Henafurd, birester of Mins Rescus Vork, Departnest of Nines
of Vest Virginla.

G WAll you in your ova wey Sall We etary of your Lewsstljatisn
sade L this afleoied area Llusk mighty

As I sxvived st the mius shortly before dark with Wz, Alsxander,
the Chlef, snd welied sume tiew cutslde the uine in order W sllov the
recoveTy orer %0 bring the Tiret bedies outside. Vhem thim trip wvent back
inolde Nr. Yeung Lavion of We Vest Virginda Departsent of Kloes and sysalf
vent in Sogather., ¥s zof cut at the toleghone sl valted there sune tiwe
viile We thres resainiig (ofles were browht down % e trip to be tekes
outalde, Afbr the Yrip loft [ found that wo dlan't heve a wmep of Lhe
w,mn!wtmwthmﬁmuhﬁ-mmuum
entry, Weo called for the kép 5o be sent L8 end in the bsuniine wade some
prolisinsry sbeervaticas in the Fo. 2 eutsy cut bWy the boom. utnuu
BoL W go any further dhebfet sy o Beard, or L beard, foar reof Cfulls,
Later [ found they wera notl four separste falls, Wit just posailly pleces
of roof felilng In the sume aren., Sut ve alested ot Lo go on Lo the sootien
until e reof quieted, While we vers valting, other mesbers of the Depart-
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mont of Hines - Mr. Alexander cbd seme of the othar imspaglors, Nr.
hmm.m-mumum-wu-mmmn
ssction, vhich was dome, As Lo the directiom of forees, location of
sachlosry, etc., uy findiange are the Same &5 bave boen cutlined by Nr.
Vastfisld., 4» to the possilile polut of Llgnitios, Lt sppesrs that the
Lgnition arigineted in the lmmediete vielnity of the loading mashine. As
to the immediste csuss of the lgaltion I am unsbls to state,

Q. Vas the contrel on the muchine open?

A. I ax not personally femiliar with that type of machine, but
the controls wers pointed out to me by Mr. Quencn ond another lmspector
familiar vith the sachine, and from thelr description [ sasums the controls
were open.

Q. Vas there sny rock or any cinders present? [id you obesrve
any?

A. Very little.

G. In your opinlon L1t wes an out and out gas lgaltical

A. Yea,

Q. Do you have an opinion on the sourse of thal gast?

A. There are tve possible sourses ia my estimation. Feeders
slong the fault, or the possibility of an scoumulation of gus ia the old
vorks having moved through the opening botwsen No. ) rocm and sut inte
the old vorks possibly a fev hours prior to the ignltion,

Q. I would like definitaly to establish the time of thie
fgnition., Lo you know from the watohes taken off of thess men the swnot
time 1t happened?

A, 1 heard thet one vatch stopped at about nine slmutes of
tvelve ofeclock. I think 1t was 9 minmutes of 12:00.

That is all.
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. ¥, BARKIR, vitoess:

G. Glve the reporter your mama, occupation, ste., plesase, sir,

A. 0. ¥. Harris, Coal Mine Inspsotor, U. 5. Buresu of Mines,
Logan, Wert Virginmia,

Q. n.m.mr--mxmuummtm
that has bean pretty well coversd. Have you anything %o add se far as
the investigetion vas concerned that bas mot beem bDrought ocut?

A. Neo, I think not.

Q. WVhen you got o the loading machine was the contrel open
on that machine?

4. Tea.

Q. Would the comtrol baing opsa isdicate &s to what the operster
vas doing? Ves ho golng forverd or becking up?

A. He vas backing up, The wvay Lt ves sitting he had ralised
mmam_m-ﬂunﬂumu-uﬁmu-um
becked up, with the hesd raised snd the controle baskward,

That i» sll.

MARION NANCUM, vitness.

. Plasse stete your name and ossupatlion.

A, Marion Mareum. I am & miner and live at Lovaly, Kmntuaky.

Q. As a nembor of the Safety Cosmlities, wvere you on the investi-
gation of this dissster Iast night?

‘-- !"‘

Q. You have honrd the testimony that has been givem todey.
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Heve you anythling to »dd to that vhlch would throw sny light on this
watter and that should go into this record?

A, HNoy I think not.

Q. How long hawe you worked for thie sempsay % Shis zine?

A. AMzost sight years,

R: A4nd you have nothing te add to vhat hes been sald?

A. Fo,

G« I want %o thank you for golng with us last alght and for
coming here today.

That is all.

MR T. L. JAMBERT, Mine Foremen, reeslled:

R+ Vere there any test holes or bore holes along this fault?

A, BNot in the places they are werking now, but Ln other sections
of the nines we would usa 12 ft. alters. But mot in this pertloulsr seetica,

Q. Did you sver find gus 1n those bors holes?

A. Bo, sir.

Q. Hr. Leabert, wvere there suffliclent sorrsod prinmts to Ludicate
to you that you were approaching faults or old works?

A. Teuz, T knev they vere there. Thay were merked on the map
to the present time.

¢. Vare those adjacent works, thoss sbove thers, accessible?

A. Not at the present time, dus %o & Fev falls sercss the south,
and wo had beez back Just long encugh then to drive up that distasce,

Q. Vi1l you shov me on the map just how far up you sould get
in there?




A: Yes. (Mr. Lembert indiceted ts Mr. Alexander on the zagp).
G« Was the recovery completed as shown om the map?
l' !“. ww.

That is all.

Ar. Alexander;

Thers belag ne further questions, the ilnquiry La dealared
closed,
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STATE OF VEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF MINGO, TO-¥IT:

I, KATHRYN SAMPSON, u Notary Public within and for the
County and State aforesald, do herelyy cartify that the foregoing eavidence
of T. V. Lanbert and otherw, st s hesring oonducted by Mr, Aveh J.
Alexander, Mioe Chiaf for the State of West Virginis, comcerning the
gos igoitiea of Burning Springe Collleries nine, on Yridey, Janusry
19, 1951, at the Ningo County Court House, was taken by me la shorthend

and later transeribed on the Yypevriter to the best of my skil) and
abdliyy.

I farther certify thet my ccsmlsslon ss Hotary Publie will
expire on the lith day of Hovember, 19%6.

GIVEN under sy hand this J4th day of Jenuary, 1951,

PUBLIC within and for Minge County,
Vest Virginia
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