
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 1 

On January 1, 1853, the first Baltimore & Ohio train arrived in 

Wheeling from Baltimore, connecting the Atlantic with the Ohio River. 

 CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.22 

Investigate the Document: (Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Main Stem to Cumberland, 1859 June 13, 

Sc82-231) 

1. What is this document?  

 

2. How many pounds was a passenger able to bring aboard the train at no cost? 

 

Think Critically: Widespread railroad construction in the 1800s transformed the United States by linking 

sections of the country together. This transformation had both positive and negative effects. Elaborate on 

these positive and negative effects of railroads in the United States during the 1800s. The Baltimore & Ohio 

Railroad would play a significant role in the Civil War as a vital supply line for which side? In 1863, the 

Confederates conducted an operation known as the Jones-Imboden Raid on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 

near Grafton. What was the goal of the Jones-Imboden Raid? Did the Confederates believe they could retake 

West Virginia? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


