
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 3 

On January 3, 1921, the State Capitol in Charleston was destroyed by 

fire. 

 CSO: SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Inspection Bureau Report, 1921, Ms2003- 005) 

1. Where was the fire first located inside the State Capitol? Who discovered the fire? 

 

2. Were there any fatalities?  

 

3. What lessons were learned in the fire’s aftermath? 

 

Think Critically: Although the cause of the fire was never determined, can you draw an inference as to a 

possible reason for the fire in the report? Has there been any other instances of fires destroying the State 

Capitol of West Virginia? If so, explain. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


