
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 8 

On January 8, 1943, a fire in the Pursglove No. 15 coal mine on Scott's 

Run, Monongalia County, killed 13. Six months earlier, an explosion at 

the No. 2 mine, pictured above, killed twenty miners. 

CSO: SS.8.6, SS.8.9, SS.8.11, SS.8.25, S.6-8. L.7 

Investigate the Document: (Coal Mine Fire and Disaster Report,  Ar1526s) 

1. Approximately, how many men worked in the No. 15 Mine of the Pursglove Coal Mining Company? 

 

2. According to the report, what was the cause of the fire?  

 

3. The disaster report states that what was the most pertinent lesson to be learned from the information 

available about the fire? 

 

4. Was the foreman on-duty familiar with the ventilation system and travel routes? How long had he 

been employed? 

 

5. The report states that the fire could have been extinguished in its early stage if 

___________________________was readily available?  

 

6. In the report’s summary, the investigator believes that the fire was “merely a repetition of those in 

evidence at previous fires.” What procedures would YOU implement to ensure mine safety and to 

reduce the chances of a fire?  

 

Think Critically: How has coal mining changed since the early-1940s? Has there been an increase in safety 

procedures? How has mechanization affected the coal industry? What is the importance of the coal industry 

in West Virginia? Is coal a renewable energy source or fossil fuel?  

Bonus: Explain how coal is formed, mined, processed, transported, and burned through the use of a 

flowchart.  

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


