
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 9 

On January 9, 1942, the State Board of Education adopted a resolution 

mandating the salute to the flag as a regular part of school activities for 

teachers and students. The following year, the law requiring such a 

salute was found unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court. 

CSO: SS.8.3, SS.8.25 

Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette, 9/12/1988; State Board of Education Resolution on 

Salute to the Flag, West Virginia State Board of Education, Record of Proceedings, 

July 1, 1940 to June 30, 1942, pp. 323-24, Ar7) 

1. Concerns over the infringement of citizens’ _______ Amendment rights is repeatedly cited 

throughout the Resolution. What does this specific Amendment protect?  

 

2. According to the Resolution, what did the West Virginia State Board of Education believe was the 

basis of national security?  

 

3. Refusal to “salute” the flag during the Pledge of Allegiance was to be viewed as an act of 

__________________. 

 

4. According to the article, what religious group faced harassment and abuse for their refusal to recite 

and stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. Members of this group were a catalyst for the landmark West 

Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette Supreme Court case which determined that holding that the 

Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment protects students from being forced to salute the 

American flag or say the Pledge of Allegiance in public school. 

 

Think Critically: Because the American flag, national anthem, and pledge of allegiance are treated with a 

high level of respect and patriotism by many, should this impact whether or not individuals are able to take 

actions seen as disrespectful to these national symbols? Do YOU view this Resolution as a violation of 

personal liberty? Are there any similarities to the “NFL National Anthem Controversy?” If so, what? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


