
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 12 

On January 12, 1941, Doddridge County native Matthew Neely resigned 

from the United States Senate to become governor of West Virginia. 

 
CSO: SS.8.4, SS.8.9, SS.8.25, ELA.8.7 

Investigate the Document: (State Papers and Public Addresses of Matthew Mansfield Neely, Go 21. 1: 

1941-1945) 

1. What do you suppose “superlatives” are used for in a descriptive connotation? 

 

2. In which county was Governor Neely born? 

 

3. Although no longer the only West Virginian to have been elected four times to the U.S. Senate, 

Matthew Neely has the distinction of being the only West Virginian to hold these three offices. 

  

4. Governor Neely’s term as governor coincided with World War II, thus making it impossible to 

ignore; he spoke with WCHS in June 1941 about the urgent need to manufacture aluminum. Why 

was there urgent need for aluminum for the war effort?  

 

5. In Governor Neely’s press statement, “The Surrender of Italy,” he forecasts his opinions on the 

remainder of the war. In your opinion, how accurate was he? Describe his tone—cite words or 

phrases to support your description.  

 

Think Critically: If you were the Governor of West Virginia during World War II, how would you have 

helped assist the war-effort? What West Virginia industries would be of great value to the war effort? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


