
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 15 

On January 15, 1890, an extra session of the West Virginia Legislature convened in 

Charleston to determine the winner of the disputed 1888 gubernatorial election 

between Democrat Aretas B. Fleming and Republican Nathan Goff. 

 CSO: SS.8.2, SS.8.4, SS.8.23 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia History, Vol. VII, No. 4, July 1946, Part II Four Governors) 

1. Who were the four men who claimed the state executive office at the conclusion of the 

controversial 1888 gubernatorial election? 

 

2. What did Governor Wilson consider “his duty?” 

 

3. On what date did the joint session of the legislature meet to try the case, Fleming vs. Goff? 

 

4. What do you suppose ‘partisanship’ is? 

 

5. According to Delegate Harr’s story, the clerk of the Senate offered him a $__________ bribe if he 

voted for Goff. What else did Harr claim was offered in exchange for his vote? Did Goff refute 

these accusations? 

 

6. The final vote of the legislature voted ________________ the winner by a vote of ____ - ____. 

 

7. Will the candidate who received the most popular votes, ever be truthfully known? Based on the 

reading, clarify your response.  

 

Think Critically: In the late 1800s and early 1900s, election results were often disputed. Today, few 

elections are challenged. What are the requirements to register to vote in West Virginia (e.g., age, place of 

residence)? How does one register to vote in West Virginia? Where does a person go? What safeguards exist 

to prevent election fraud? Are there any weaknesses in the system? What factors affect voter turnout? Is 

informed voting a responsibility or a choice? 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


