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Baylor Stands Firm
On Refusal to Play

g

On January 16, 1959, Minneapolis Lakers basketball star Elgin Baylor
boycotted a game in Charleston to protest a local hotel's refusal to

accommodate the team's African American players.

CSO0: SS.8.25
Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette, January 17, 1959)
1. How many African American players were on the Minneapolis Lakers’ roster that were unable to
stay in the same hotel as their white teammates?

2. Instead of checking in at the white players’ hotel, Coach Kundla decided to do what with the
team’s lodging in Charleston?

3. What local star was playing for the Minneapolis Lakers?

Think Critically: A local 13-year-old boy was quoted in the article, stating, “They teach us about
democracy in school. But they don’t seem to practice it very much around here. It just burns me up.” How
did this boy’s sentiments add to the article? Do you think the boy’s views are aligned with the author of the
article? Why or why not? Do the Jim Crow Laws have an impact today? Why or why not? \What were some
of the effective methods of nonviolent protest practiced by some civil rights groups to achieve their goals?
How does Elgin Baylor’s protest fit into the Civil Rights Movement?
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tan Business Club might protest
to the league president, Maurice
Podoloff, because Baylor did not '
play. But last night the ABC|
was more interested in the fact!
that the game was a losing pro-‘
paxtioo.

“We'll drop about $1,000," said| (
Tom Corrie, who promoted Lhe"
nme for Lbe club

| THE ATTENDANCE of 2, 356
was the actual turnstile count. |
Corrie said there may have been|
12,500 in the center and a pumber |
'of tickets sold in advance didn’ tl
turn up because of weather coc

ditions.

But the ABC put up $6,500 to‘
bring the game here and at prlca;
like this, they figured Baylor!
should bave taken his protest out '
on someone besides the promoters |
of the game, who have nothing to
do with local hotels.

A I3-year-olé bey, hearing 2.
radic report on the discrimina-
tion costroversy, calied The
Gazetie to protest fluentty -for
twe full minutes on the In-
justice of refusing te previde
equal services (¢ all the team
members. |

“They teach us about de
mocracy in school.” the youth
blurted out. “But they don't seem |
to practice it very much amnd |
here. It just burns me up’ ,



