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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
JANUARY 21

General John McCausland of Mason County died on January 21, 1927.

CS0: SS.8.22, ELA.8.2
Investigate the Document: (William MacCorkle Collection, Scrapbook, Sc91-70)

1. To whom did General McCausland address this letter?
2. What is the main idea of General McCausland’s letter? What is he writing in regard to?

Think Critically: According to an old saying, "History is written by the victors." McCausland was a villain
for burning the town of Chambersburg, PA. However, Union General William Tecumseh Sherman destroyed
large sections of Georgia and South Carolina and Philip Sheridan burned much of the Shenandoah Valley in
Virginia. Sherman and Sheridan were considered heroes and served in high-ranking government positions
after the war. Was McCausland treated fairly? Most Confederates were pardoned after the war despite
fighting against the U.S. Army. Should they have been pardoned? Should Union commanders (such as
Sherman and Sheridan) who Killed citizens and destroyed property in the South have been punished?
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