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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s visit to home of Mrs. Virginia Jarrett, Charleston, January 1960.
Left to right: Mrs. Ruth Newson, Rev. Moses Newsome, Mrs. Virginia Jarrett,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Mrs. Josephine M. Rayford, James R. Jarrett.

On January 24, 1960, civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

preached at Charleston's First Baptist Church.

CS0: SS.8.25
Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette, January 24, 1960)
1. What were the “two powerful interests” that Dr. King believed had collided in the South?

2. What did Dr. King believe was the “dream of our democracy?”

3. What is “integration?”

4. What were the three classes of people Dr. King believed existed in the ‘white South?”
Think Critically: If Dr. King, Jr. were alive today, what do you think he would write or speak of? What
issues would he address? Why do you think that people view Martin Luther King, Jr. as a hero of the Civil

Rights Era? If Dr. King were still alive, what would be one question YOU would want to ask him about his
role as a leader of the Civil Rights Movement?




\VA .
A &H West Virginia Archives and History

By Don Marsh
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said
in Charleston Saturday that he be-
lieved “we will have moved a
long way toward a desegregated
|society in the pext 10 to 15 years."|
{ The Negro leader who led a
|publicized battle to integrate the|
bus system in Montgomery, Ala.,|
said it was difficult to make pre-|
dictions but he offered this ob-
servation: |
“I feel that we're in the last
stages of resistancy in the
South. I don't mean it's going
to end next year but I do feel
that we're in the last stages of
the powerful, delermined resis-
tance and it is my feeling that
within a few years even the
hard core siates will realize
that resistance is futile and
closing schools is an absurd
way lo deal with the problem.
“Now, that doesn't mean there
will be all-out integration in the
next five years . . . but I do feel
that resistance will lessen a great
deal because of many develop-
ments that are taking place at the
present time."

DR. KING, who will preach to-
day at the First Baptist Church’s
11 a.m. service, said he believed
that one of the developments —
schoo! closings — had given mod-
erates a rallying point.

“Even the segregationists can
now say, ‘I'm a segregationist
but — 1 want the schools open.
It gives them something else to
deal with in this whole situation.

“Two powerful interests have
collided in the South: the in-
stitution of segregation and the
institution of the public schools
and the people up to now have
made it palpably clear that
when the final choice comes,
they will choose the schools.

“This happened in Little Rock
and it happened in Virginia ant
it's happening in Atlanta, right
now."

DR. KING, who was 31 Friday,
said it was his hope and belief
that eventually “we will achieve
the realization of the dream of
our democracy, an integrated so-
ciety "

Sitting in his room at a down-
town hotel, the man who was
stabbed, arrested and who had his
house bombed as a result of his
activities in the racial field, said
he envisioned more than the white
South merely conforming to the
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HOPES FOR DESEGREGATION
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (left) and Rev. Moses
Newsome

[ * «.. That would be, cer-
' tainly a necessary step toward |
| the end,” he sald. “Breaking |
down legdl barriers would be a

|
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from Boston University, uid his
travel abroad has convinced him|

thatworldopinionwmumeﬂse'

federal government to take a



