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ONTHISDAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
JANUARY 26

;laih Charleston Gamette Wed., Jan. 27, 1960
Burnsville Boy
- Gets 135 Points

In 173-43 Win

On January 26, 1960, Burnsville High School basketball star Danny
Heater set a national record by scoring 135 pointsin a game against

Widen High School.

CS0: SS.8.13,SS.8.14
Investigate the Document: (Charleston Daily Mail, January 28, 1960)

1. What was the final score of the game between Burnsville and Widen? Both schools now defunct,
were consolidated into Braxton County and Clay County High School; these two schools are rivals in
this conference which gets its name from an Ohio River tributary which is formed by its mouth near
Parkersburg.

2. What was Danny Heater’s field-goal percentage in his 135-point outburst? Free-throw percentage?

3. Did Burnsville Coach Stalnaker premeditate Heater’s historic night?

Think Critically: What are (3) benefits to being a student-athlete in high school? Are you more likely to
attend college?

Use your knowledge of West Virginia geography to answer the following questions about these Boys’
Basketball State Championship participants (2018-2019.)

1. This school is in the capital city and is named in honor of our nation’s first President. Nickname:
Patriots.

2. This school is located approximately 75 miles from Washington D.C. and is in the county seat of
Berkeley County. Nickname: Bulldogs.

3. This school is in Logan County along the Guyandotte River but is not the county seat. Nickname:
Tigers. :

4. This school is in the county seat of Marion County where Francis Pierpont spent his formative years.
Nickname: Polar Bears.
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Think Critically Continued:
Use your knowledge of West Virginia geography to answer the following questions about these Boys’
Basketball State Championship participants (2018-2019.)

5. This private school is in the original capital city of West Virginia. Nickname: Maroon Knights.

6. This school is located along the Ohio River in Jackson County on lands surveyed by George
Washington. Nickname: Red Devils.

7. This school is in the city where West Virginia’s land grant university is located but is not named after
the community. Nickname: Hawks.

8. This private school is in the county seat of Wood County.
Nickname: Crusaders.

9. This school completed an undefeated championship season and is in Upperglade, WV, approximately
15 minutes from Webster Springs. Nickname: Highlanders.
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TODAY' S NEWS TODAY

THE WEATHER

frm FINAL
T {![harlegtnn Balln Qﬂml frit:
Plan For Heater Worked
By DAN HOSE lo oné”Team in the school «nlcm—‘

Daily Mail Sports Writer itl
Is it justifiable to beat a hap-.
less, outnanned high school|
basketball team by 130 pomlsl
iwith the expressed intention of0
{obtaining a college scholarship|
for the star of tbe winning team? ©
That's the puzzler posed ancr‘
l‘l‘uesdayn planned scoring out- ."
{burst by Danny Heater, a senior
{at Burnsville High School in
|Braxton County. The six - foot| !
senior, son of an umemployed| '
'lcoal miner, was hotter than his} |
{last name as be fired” 135 points
lin the 17343 rout of little Widen| '
’szh of Clay County, ;

HEATER'S TOTAL, which in- ¢
|clude 55 points in the last 100
' minutes, came on 53 field goals|
lin 70 tries and 29 of 41 foulV
shots . It is recognized as a,'
nauonal 'and world! high scbool
scoring record.

Burnsville Coach Jack btalnak'
er was ready for the inquiries
hhat poured into the town of 731
||persons yesterday ... He said.
{"!-’nrst off, Widen isnt a real|
ljlouzh team, 1 don't believe in|
’;mnmng up scores. \

‘i “But we decided in advance

that we had te do something to
'l get him (Heater) some pub-
‘| licity. A scholarship is the only
! way he could ever go to col-
| lege. That's the only reason we
'_I ran up the score,

:é “I'm real happy for the boy."
| How about the Widen coach?
|_| “He probably isn't very hap-
elpy. He didn't say very much. 1
y|don’t blame him. 1 wouldn't be
glvery happy, either.”

i/ WIDEN COACH is Robert Stov-
e!er a Clay High and Marshall
stolLege graduate, in his second
.t')ear ... Widen has "not over
§/25” boys in the upper four
{grades, no telephone and only}

{the varsity.

| Returning a call to the Dalh.
“lll from the Elk River Coal &
Lumbtr Co.. Stover talked
‘openl) about the shellacking . . .!!
[“He's (Heater! a good boy, om(
;ol the best around these parts.'!!
Stover said. "It was pretty dif-
ficult to take, though. |

“Actually, on a regular-sized
| floor he's nothing more than |
| an average ball player. He |
l probably is a college prospect, ‘|
I certainly dom’t want to say |
anything to hurt his chances. ||

“However, in my opinion he
Ishould have been out of there by
ithe end of the second quamrl.
'The officials let him get away|
iwith too much. They wouldn’t
leven discuss it with me after the|
‘gﬂm "

114 POINTS LESS
| FOR DAN HEATER
| THE NEXT NIGHT

Burnsville High School’s
‘hot’ Heater — that's Danny ‘

o - A

(135-point’ Heater — cooled
off last night as Burnsville
walloped Tanner, 9427, at
Tanner. ’
Heater plawd about 10 mun- ||
utes and collected 21 points. |
He was still the game's Jead- f
ing scorer. \
Burnsville Coach Jim Stal- !
naker said, “After his big l
| night against Widen. Danny |
|| went right back to his usual ‘
| team play. 1 wish he would
shoot more. But maybe his |
arm was tired.” 1
Heater gets a big test on |
|| Friday when Burnsville (10.1) |
{| meets Troy (10-2). Stalnaker |
| said, “I'll be happy if he gets |
r| 21 in that game."
v




| The officials were Bill Kiddys
of Weston and Charles Hardman
of Glenville. ' !
“Yes, 1 was watching the clockih
and. actually, 1 think it ran aboutFiI
three minutes extra,’” Stover'd
said, y
“l hope this doesn't sound 1;
like ‘sour grapes’ becaue I'm!"
‘used to getting beat. Why tht)"l"
'chose us. I'll never know. Of ¥
icourse, we're pretty small and
couldn't do much. They used at
full-court, man-to-man press and
{fed him. They have a cracker-

box gym, too’ '

STALNAKER, In his third year !
‘as head coach at Burnsville, said!
{the gym measures about 30 by {
150 feet Most college and '
‘| newer high school floors are usu- “
Hally 50 feet wide. it

*“Danny's dad is a miner, huli
ihasn't worked for. 1 guess, over|
‘e vear,” Stalnaker said. "He is!
ithe only boy but he has two sis-
ters. He is a ‘B’ student and an
outstanding boy to coach

“Under & good college coach,
' 1 fecl he could develop inte a
top player. He's just almost six
feet but can jump three or four
inches above the i?.kﬂ.

L]

| *At 153 pounds. he played half
back and was the leading scorer
on our fooball team with 50

{ - 2= = -

(his senior year only."- ip

|about 22 last scason, his coac
'said

|shoot.’” Stalnaker said.
|players who average in double

| “You know what 1 found out!
he did after we had our plans

I
|the hall. he wanted to quit ‘there. !
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some points. He played (oolball;

STALNAKER said that Heater
thas a terrific jump shot and now|
lis averaging 37 points, (He|
scored 34 last Friday in a 9454
win at Widen! . . . He averaged
15 points as a [reshman on the
varsity, 20 as a sophomore and

“We had to mnke the boy,
“1 always
ipreach teamwork. We have six

figures.

set” He went around to each boy|

land asked them if they'd get

mad. When he had 53 points at|
|




