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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
FEBRUARY 2

On the evening of February 2, 1864, Confederate troops under Major
James H. Nounnan launched a raid that resulted in the capture of Union

General E. P. Scammon and the steamer B. C. Levi at Red House early
on the following morning.

CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.19, ELA.8.22
Investigate the Document: (Adjutant Generals’ Papers, Ar382, Box 31)
Document 1

1. What is the correspondence from General Scammon to Governor Boreman regarding?

2. General Scammon believes Dr. Caldwell’s intimate knowledge of the and

are good reasons to have him assigned as the Provost Marshal (head of military
police) for the district.

3. Had West Virginia been admitted to the Union at the time of this correspondence? How do you
know?

Document 2
4. Who wrote it? When? Why? To whom was this letter directed?

5. How does this source add to your understanding of the American Civil War?

6. What historical questions can you answer using this source? What are the benefits of using primary
sources?
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Think Critically: Imagine yourself as President Lincoln in late June 1863. The war had not gone according
to plan. Defeat is becoming a legitimate possibility. Write a passage (3-5 sentences) in your “journal” about
your mindset. Are you prepared to fight until the bitter end? Are you prepared for the possibility of
negotiations with the Confederacy and the prospect of a permanent split of the Union?
e What would have happened if the South had won the war? Would slavery have continued? How did
the Union’s goals change during the war? What lasting impact(s) has the Civil War left behind?
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GEN. ELIAKIM P. SCAMMON

Letter about creating a union secret service in the Kanawha
Ft. Scammon (Fayetteville) and Charleston (Fort Hill) named
for him
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Head Quarters 3rd Dibision,
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