WV N .
A &H West Virginia Archives and History

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
FEBRUARY 4

The Daily Mail-Charleston Newspapers building in ]96?
showing addition (left) to the original structure built
by Walter E. Clark, former governor of Alaska.

On February 4, 1950, Charleston Daily Mail owner and editor Walter

Eli Clark died.

CS0:SS.8.25, ELA8.1,ELA.8.31
Investigate the Document: (Sutherland, Howard K. Papers; Charleston Daily Mail, February 5, 1950)
1. Why was Walter Clark upset about the disruption of the mail service from Charleston to points east in
the Kanawha and New River valleys? What did Clark believe would happen if the problem was not
rectified?

2. To whom was Clark addressing his grievances?

Think Critically: How has the way the public consumes news changed over the past century? Is there bias
in the media? How do we discern fake news from legitimate news? What is the role of media in our culture?
Is it important to follow current events? Why or why not?
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THE CHARLESTON MAIL ASSOCIATION

PUBLISHERS OF

@he Tharleston Mail

WEST VIRGINIA
WALTER E. CLARK

PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER

necessary to duplicate efforts in this matter, but Possibly
also a concerted effort on fthe part of our Congressional represent-
atives will bring gquicker results to relieve our needs.

With respect, we are

Very truly yours,
THE CHARILESTON MAIL ASSOCIATION
il € Ghin

e President.
Honorable Howard Sutherland,

United States Senate,

Washington, D. C.
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JATED PRESS CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA, SUNDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 5, 1950

~ Walter E. Clark, 81,
Publisher, Succumbs

Daily Mail Owner Dies in Hospital
- Two Hours Following Heart Attack

Walter Eli Clark, owner and editor of The Charleston Daily
Mail, died Saturday afternoon in a Charleston hospital two
hours after suffering a heart attack at his home, 1598 Virginia
St, Fast. He was 81 years old on Jan. 7.

While Mr, Clark had suffered re-#-
curring heart attacks in recent/
vears, he had been in comparative|
®ood health recently and his death/
came unexpectedly. He was ad-
mitted to the hospital at 11:30;
a. m. Death followed at 1:27 p. m,|

Up until the day before his death, |
Mr. Clark had taken an active
role in the publication of the news-|
paper and conduct of the com-
pany, The Charleston Mall Associa-
tion, of which he was president, For |
months he had been at his offices
adjoining the news rooms on the
second floor at least two hours
each day, remaining longer on fre-
quent occasions, He made his last
Visit to the offices shortly before
noon Friday.

While he had confined most of
his writing In recent years to his/
widely-read page one editorial col-|
umn, ‘At This Hour,” he did oc-|
casionally submit a news story to
the editors, ‘‘just to keep in touch!
with the news,” as he often said. |
Starting his newspaper career as
a correspondent, “writing" ""
mained his first love in the nﬂn-‘ :
paper field throughout his life, |

Mr. Clark was one of the found-| WALTER ELI CLARK
ers of the Charleston Rose soclety] '
and for years he had striven 10 Rey, Bernard E. Vanderbeek of-
make Charleston known as the ficiating. Burial will be In Moun-
Rose C“y of the E"t. lronicl")'. it“n vlew “meter}'. The body is at
the last story he wrote for the/ipe Simpson Funeral home. ,‘
news columns concerned plans of | Active pallbearers will be Jack
the soclety for the annual Charles- Maurice, Vint Jennings, Dick Hud-
lon rose show staged here each son, J. B. Martin, Howard Wolfe,
spring. |Robert Thompson, Clyde Jenkins, |

Funeral services will be Mondly;Southlll Burke, Arthur McQueen
at 4 p. m. at the Kanawha Pres- and Frank Polk, all Daily Maii em-

|

byterian church with the pastor, |ployees.

|
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