
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 4 

On February 4, 1950, Charleston Daily Mail owner and editor Walter 

Eli Clark died. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.31 

Investigate the Document: (Sutherland, Howard K. Papers; Charleston Daily Mail, February 5, 1950) 

1. Why was Walter Clark upset about the disruption of the mail service from Charleston to points east in 

the Kanawha and New River valleys? What did Clark believe would happen if the problem was not 

rectified?  

 

2. To whom was Clark addressing his grievances?  

 

Think Critically: How has the way the public consumes news changed over the past century? Is there bias 

in the media? How do we discern fake news from legitimate news? What is the role of media in our culture? 

Is it important to follow current events? Why or why not? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 


