
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 5 

On February 5, 1917, the West Virginia House of Delegates passed a 

joint resolution endorsing President Woodrow Wilson's decision to 

break off diplomatic relations with Germany. 

 CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Ar1874, House Joint Resolution No. 13) 

1. Who was the President of the United States at the time House Joint Resolution No. 13 was passed? 

What course of action did the West Virginia Legislature endorse? 

 

2. Why did the president want to break diplomatic ties with Germany? 

 

3. To whom was this resolution sent? 

 

Think Critically: Imagine that you are a World War I soldier in a battle such as Verdun or the Somme.  

What obstacles would you have faced?  Why would offensive assaults fail?  What were two causes that 

forced the United States to abandon neutrality and enter the war? Summarize Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen 

Points. What is a joint resolution?  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


