
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 9 

On February 9, 1950, U. S. Senator Joe McCarthy launched his anti-

communist crusade in Wheeling. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (Wheeling Intelligencer, February 10, 1950) 

1. Senator McCarthy’s speech launched barbs at the  _______________ and _______________ for their 

reluctance to press investigation of “traitors from within.” 

  

2. What does McCarthy cite as the cause for “for the graft, the corruption, the disloyalty, the treason in 

high government positions…” 

 

Think Critically: What is communism? What are some differences between communist and democratic 

governments? Why were Americans so afraid of communists in the early 1950s? Are Americans still afraid 

of communists? What was the basis for McCarthy's accusations and investigations? Do you think McCarthy 

helped to strengthen or weaken anticommunism efforts in postwar America? Using your own words, define 

“McCarthyism.” 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 


