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WEST VIRGINIA
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Distinguished educator and civil rights leader John Warren Davis was
born on February 11, 1888.

CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.22, ELA.8.28
Investigate the Document: (Norman Family Collection, Box 15, Folder, 61, Ms2014-073)

Document 1
1. When and where was this document initially written?

2. In your own words, what does this document say? What do you think are the essential points in it?

Document 2
3. According to the document, what title did John Warren Davis possess at West Virginia State

College?
4. What was the main idea of this correspondence? To whom was Davis writing?

Think Critically: How would you describe mid-twentieth century education in West Virginia? What
specific conclusions can be drawn from these two documents about John W. Davis? Do you think archiving
correspondence of prominent people provides an opportunity to understand them better? What would you ask
John W. Dauvis if you were given the opportunity to interview him?
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE
INSTITUTE, W. VA.

29 October 1951

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT

My dear Mr. Norman:

I entered the auditorium-gymnasium building of the West
Virginia Schools for Colored Deaf and Blind for the first
time on Sunday, October 28, 1951, Said building is a credit
to your architectural skill and to your understanding of the
The building, now referred

needs of handicapped children.

to, is a credit to you and the State of West Virginia,

I enjoyed your remarks concerning essential features of

the building. g
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John W, Davis

President

Mr. Jna C. Norman, Architect
K of P Building

Charleston, West Virginia

JOHN. W. DAVIS
PRESIDENT



