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Former congressman Jacob Beeson Blair, who was instrumental in
convincing President Abraham Lincoln to sign the West Virginia
statehood bill, died on February 12, 1901.
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Investigate the Document: (Parkersburg Daily State Journal, Feb. 13, 1901)
1. Where was Judge Blair born?

2. Where did Blair's allegiances stand during the Civil War?
3. What was Judge Blair given a significant amount of credit for establishing?

Think Critically: What was the constitutionality of the creation of a new state from the corporate body of
another state, even when Virginia was in rebellion? What would be the attitude of the new state, if Congress
accepted it, to the fact of slavery within its midst? The two preceding questions were weighed by whom,
before West Virginia's acceptance into the Union? What were the people of western Virginia required to
accept before statehood was possible? What did this amendment call for? Why does Blair deserve a great
deal of credit for West Virginia's acceptance into the Union?
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Was Jodge Beese

The news of the death of Judge “Bees"
Blair, a¢ he wai famtsarly calied by the

| as that was his own request. Besides Mrs.
| Moss, he bas spother danghter residing at
Day‘on, Obde, ; .

Jacch B2eson Blair,

Some of the men who did mest to ex-
tablish the new State of West Virginia,
| transferred their energies to other promis-
| ing eections of the Natiooal Common-
| wealth. Among these was Hon. Jacoh B.
| Blair, once a representative of Vuginia
'and of West Virginis in State and Na-
' tional eouncils, and for three full terms
| ary associate justice of the growing terr:

'tory of Wyoming, and later surveyor gen- |

| eral of Utah.

!

Jacob B. Blair wus born at Parkegs
burg, Wood county, Vingima, Aprnil 11,
1821. He bad the benefit ® a common
school education, mudieu Jaw and was al
mitted to the bar of that county in 1844,
At the Lime he was admitted to practice
the list of lawyers in that vicimty in-
chided a good many prominent attorneys,
amd it required shrewdness and force, as
well as injuetry and close application in «
beginuer to e-tablish himsels n the pro
fewsion; but young Blair ned the qual
fications winel insure buccess, and pushed
himself steadily forward. He extended his
scquuntance and reputataon in neghbor
g counten, aml at the beginning of the
civil war was generally .avorably koown
throughout his congressomal detrnict. He
wae a Union man, p 3 .
tive, and thre whis whole weight and in.
fluence into the movement to prevent the
western section of Vinginua from besng
carmal mto seceswon and rebethon. When
Hon. Johe N Carlde remgned veat
the Tinrty-seventh Congrees from tha:
uistrict, Judge Blair was chosen to bR the
vacancy, in 1881, amnd was subsequently
re-clected to the Thirty-eighth Congress,
n 1863

During his service in Congress, the bill
West Vinma into the Union
was pawed by Congress, and it is not giv-
g undue ocredit to say that no one con.
tr.outed more efhoent axd to its passage
than Judge .air. When, after a hard-
iought battle in twe .wo houses of Con-
gress, the victory was wotr by the friewis
of the new State, the faie o1 tae unl in the
bands of the . res..ent was thought to be
threatenea with an adversé .écvion, dnd
again Judge Blair brought every power of
lus carnest and patmotic nature into ac-
tive use to dispel (rom the executive mind
the doubte as to the constitutiobmhty of
e w- waoich some mebers of the cab:-.
ne would have nnplamtea there. For-
tunately for West Vogimga, ..r. Loncols
inclined to the views aivocated by the
friends of the bill, and, on tne st day
of January, 1863, he gave Judge Blair the
notice of hims approval of it, as a New
™ear's gift to the new commonwealth.
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.t the close of hix congressonal serv-
iwce, Judge Blair was elected & member of '
the Legislature of West Virginia from
Wood county; and in 1868 was appointed
minister resadent to Costa Rice, remaining
in the diplomatic service of the govern-
went until 1872. In that year he was ap-
pointed associate justice of the Supreme
Court of Wyoming territory, and, by suc-
cessive appointments, he serval continu-
ously and acceptab.y in that position un-
ti. the change of admimstration under
Mr. Clevelnnd, )

Judge Blair's resmdence was Salt lake

' City, and alt..ough he retained a warm 1in-
terest in the hew commonwealth he help-
‘ed create, he was an enthusiastic admirer
of that vigorous aml prosperous section
‘of the West, with which he wa «dentified.

Judge Bhir was surveyor general of

Utah at the time of his death.




