
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 13 

On February 13, 1913, labor leader Mary Harris "Mother" Jones was 

arrested in Charleston for inciting to riot and conspiracy. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.31, ELA.8.32 

Investigate the Document: (Logan Coal Operators Association, Ms90-82; Charleston Gazette, February 

14, 1913) 

Document 1 

1. Who do you think was supposed to see this poster?  

 

2. What is the main idea of the poster?  

 

3. Where was Mother Jones being advertised to speak?  

 

Document 2 

Read the following speech from Mother Jones and answer the following:  

4. What was Mother Jones trying to accomplish? 

 

5. Who was the audience? 

 

6. What attitude did the speech convey? Cite a passage to support your response.  

 

7. How do you think the audience reacted to Mother Jones’ speech? Cite a specific example from the 

speech to support your response. 

 

 



 

 

  
Document 3  

8. Who was Mother Jones accompanied by during her train ride from Smithers to Charleston? What 

happened upon her arrival to Charleston? 

 

9. How did the miners feel about Mother Jones? Why did the authorities want to keep her arrest quiet?  

 

Think Critically: Cite local and national events in which Mother Jones played a major role. What was life 

like in coal towns in West Virginia during the early-twentieth century? What were three issues facing 

unionization efforts throughout the West Virginia coalfields? Using your own words, describe Mother Jones’ 

impact on the West Virginia Mine Wars and labor issues plaguing West Virginia miners. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 


