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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
FEBRUARY 13

On February 13, 1913, labor leader Mary Harris "*"Mother" Jones was
arrested in Charleston for inciting to riot and conspiracy.

CS0:SS.8.9,SS.8.24, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.31, ELA.8.32
Investigate the Document: (Logan Coal Operators Association, Ms90-82; Charleston Gazette, February

14, 1913)
Document 1

1.

2.

3.

Who do you think was supposed to see this poster?
What is the main idea of the poster?

Where was Mother Jones being advertised to speak?

Document 2
Read the following speech from Mother Jones and answer the following:

4.

5.

6.

What was Mother Jones trying to accomplish?
Who was the audience?
What attitude did the speech convey? Cite a passage to support your response.

How do you think the audience reacted to Mother Jones’ speech? Cite a specific example from the
speech to support your response.
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Document 3
8. Who was Mother Jones accompanied by during her train ride from Smithers to Charleston? What
happened upon her arrival to Charleston?

9. How did the miners feel about Mother Jones? Why did the authorities want to keep her arrest quiet?

Think Critically: Cite local and national events in which Mother Jones played a major role. What was life
like in coal towns in West Virginia during the early-twentieth century? What were three issues facing
unionization efforts throughout the West Virginia coalfields? Using your own words, describe Mother Jones’
impact on the West Virginia Mine Wars and labor issues plaguing West Virginia miners.
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Was Tl‘ien Along In a Taxi
To Ofticers’ Headquarters
At Ruffner Hotel

AND LATER TAKEN
| ON TRAIN TO PRATT

Where She Will Be Given A
Trial Before Cammission
For_ Alleged Rloting

e ——————

throughout the cos! fields of West
Virginin and other mining states as
“Mother” Jones, the angel of the min.
ors, was arrested in this city yester-
day afterpoon a short time after she
alighted from a Kanawha & Michigan
passenger (raln fro mtbe south short-
ly after 3 o'¢lock,

C. Bmith and Rofus Clendennin, who
had deen !nformed that the aged agi-
tator would arrive in Charlesion yes.
terday afternoon.
Bhe boarded the train at Smithers,
about 30 miles cast of here, and was
accompained to the ctiy by = com-
mittee of miners from that soction,
whom it is belleved Intended to ocall
upon the governor relative to the
strike trouble (n the Kanawha Valley.
The party was pot interfered with
when they adghted froms the iraln,
but while they were walking toward
the business section of the ctly, ncar
the corner of Wasbington and Broad
utreets, the officers, who had been
walting there for some time mccosted
the party, and exhibiting a warrant
informed Mother Jones that she was
under arreel. The other members of
the party were pormitied to go along
WAY.
¥8. Jones failed to abow the slixht.
est tendemcy of resistance, snd a
taxieab which wag being drives from
the depoi toward town was halled,
and she was taken to the Hotel Ruft:|
ner In company with the officers of

Mrs. Mary Jones, better known|

The arrost was mede’ by Specin}
Officers Dan W. Cunningham, Howard |

the law,

The purty remained at the hotel
untll tearly time for the arrival of
C. & O. train No. 8, which was a few
minutes 1ate yestorday, when she was
escorted to the depot on the Sauth
Side. It required two taxicads to con-
vey the parly which was composed
of the three officers, Mother Jones
and Paul Paulson, to the depot. The
latter iy a membder of a labor organi-
sation in Wyoming, and was arrested
abour ths same time as Mother Jonos
in conne~tion with the strike tronble.
It is said 1Lat he has taken a part in
the speechos thal have been made at
many places in the county during the
paat few days in which It |a decisrad
by many that riot was incired on the
part of the miners.

Mother Jones and Mr. Paulson were
taken to Pratt, near the junction of
Paint Croek, on traln No, 8, where
they were pluced in chargs of the mil-
ftary authorities. They are now con-
fined In the statfon house at Pratt
with (he crowd of strikers who have
been arrested this week for alleged
rloting, nand wlil later be arraigned
hafore the military commlission sp.
nointed by Governor Girsscock, which
is now witting 48 a martial court.

The arrest of Mother Jones, despite
the fact that tho officers made an of-
fort to keep it quiet, caused great ox-
citement in Charleston, and was the
sourcs of much comment.

Bhe was escorted from the parlor
of the Ruffner Fiotel through a side-
door into a walting taxicab, in which
she and the officers remalined at the
C. & O. station awaiting the arrival of
the train.

Mother Jones reliirned to West Vie
ginia Buanday from the East, where
she has spent several weeks. She has
been making her headquarters in
Charleston since her return, having
engaged 3 room at the ¥Fleetwood
Hotel.

During the early part of the week,
previous to the recent riot, it is gaid,
she dellvered speeches in the atrike
tone.  Bhe also addressnd a mass
meeting of the miners st Smithers,
Wednesday, and made another speech
in that section yesterday, before leay-
ing for Charleston wheres her arreal
was mada,

Bocauso of the doep respect which
the miners have for the sdvocste of
their. cause, ft is the opinion of wany
that the arrvest of Mother Jones and
her consequent confinoment may be
the Instigation of another outbreak of
vielence tmong the striking miners.

There wan no sign of a demonstra-
tion at Pratt upon the arrival of the
train there last night, however
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