
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 18 

On February 18, 1969, UMW coal miners went on strike to protest the 

absence of black lung benefits. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, SS.8.9, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette, February 27, 1969) 

1. Who was the sponsor of the miners’ march and rally at the state Capitol? 

 

2. What did the miners say after Governor Moore stated that a bill to cover the disease would be the first 

order of business in the July legislature if it failed to pass during the regular session? 

 

3. Approximately _________ miners from across West Virginia were behind the work stoppage to 

support black lung legislation. 

 

4. Why did the various coal operators’ associations from around the state feel as if the UMWA members 

were in violation of their contracts? What was the agreement titled? 

 

Think Critically: What is black lung disease? What is a compensable occupational disease? What are other 

occupational diseases? Should employers be responsible for workers who suffer from job-related, long-term 

disabilities? What is the role of employers in protecting the safety of their workers? 

 

 

News footage of black lung rally, 1969 

Screen capture by Allen E. Fowler 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


