
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 19 

Roscoe Conklin Harrison, noted physician and founder of Harrison 

Hospital, was born on February 19, 1880. 

 CSO: SS.8.7, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Bluefield Daily Telegraph, November 22, 1923) 

1. Although printed in the Bluefield Telegram (Mercer County), Dr. Harrison’s body was laid to rest 

in Kimball, located in this county whose government resides in Welch. 

 

2. Reverend Johnson used a metaphor to describe Dr. Johnson’s passing and felt that it would 

difficult to find any man who could fill his place. What was the metaphor that was used to 

describe Dr. Johnson’s larger-than-life impact?  

 

Think Critically: What obstacles do you think Dr. Harrison had to face as an African American physician 

during the early twentieth century? Do you think that African American physicians were trusted as equally as 

their white counterparts? What made McDowell County a lucrative opportunity for a young Dr. Harrison? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 


