
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 21 

Former West Virginia Governor Gaston Caperton was born in 

Charleston on February 21, 1940. 

 CSO: SS.8.7, SS.8.26, ELA.8.22 

Investigate the Document: (Inaugural Address of Governor Gaston Caperton, January 16, 1989) 

1. What four “damaging” characteristics did Governor Caperton feel made up the metaphorical 

“enemy” that was paralyzing the state? 

 

2. What were the objectives that Governor Caperton outlined in his “four-point” strategy? 

 

3. What were three reasons behind Governor Caperton’s decision to call the Legislature into special 

session? 

 

Think Critically: Write your own inaugural address, citing your primary objectives. Use Governor 

Caperton’s speech as a guide to assist you in your formatting and consider how a speech or public statement 

resonate differently with various audiences, depending upon their point of view.  (5 paragraphs—

introduction, three points, conclusion) 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


