
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 23 

On February 23, 1953, Governor William Marland addressed the West 

Virginia legislature to plead for the passage of his severance tax bill. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.10, SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (State Papers and Public Addresses of William C. Marland, p. 85-91, Go 

24.1:1957) 

1. Why were there concerns that a severance tax would ruin the coal industry? What is a severance tax? 

 

2. Governor Marland’s primary concerns revolved around obtaining revenues for what two entities?  

 

3. What does Governor Marland state that the Legislature did during the war (WWII) to taxes that the 

coal industry was paying?  

 

4. Does Governor Marland provide any foreshadowing about the lack of economic diversity and the 

future of the coal industry in southern West Virginia? Cite the specific passage.  

 

5. Did Governor Marland seem confident in his decision to support the passage of the severance tax? If 

so, why?  

 

Think Critically: What do you know about the history of coal mining in West Virginia? Mine wars? 

Mechanization? Economic downturn? In recent years, the State of West Virginia has applied a severance tax 

on this industry in hopes that the state would reap the benefits of its location on top of the Marcellus and 

Utica Shale formations. Do you think there was similar opposition to the tax? If so, why? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


