
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 24 

On February 24, 1865, Jefferson County native John Yates Beall was 

executed at Governor's Island, New York, as a Confederate spy. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.7 

Investigate the Document: (Memoir of John Yates, 1865, RB 973.782 L933) 

1. What were the two charges brought forth against John Yates Beall? List two specifics listed as the 

rationale for each charge. 

 

2. Did Beall plead guilty or not guilty?  

 

3. The owner of the steamboat Philo Parsons was brought forth to testify against Beall and claimed he 

was part of a wide-spread scheme to do what?  

 

4. Define insurgent.  

 

5. What individual’s orders did Beall use to justify his actions, declaring it was done under his 

authority? What is the significance of the individual he names? What role did he serve in the 

Confederacy?  

 

Think Critically: What sort of information did spies pass along during the Civil War? What gave the North 

an advantage in gaining military intelligence? Was Beall’s sentencing customary for the crimes he was 

accused of? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


