
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 26 

On February 26, 1972, a Buffalo Mining Company impoundment dam 

collapsed, killing 125 people and leaving thousands homeless. 

 CSO: SS.8.17, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.5, VA/6-8.5, VA.6-8.9 

Investigate the Document: (Governor's Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry the Buffalo Creek Flood and 

Disaster Official Report, Gov 1. Buf 1. 1973; James Hagood Collection, Ph97-52) 

1. Read the entirety of the report and list (3) things that you found interesting or relevant about the 

Buffalo Creek Disaster. 

 

2. According to the map, in what county is Buffalo Creek located? 

 

3. How many people were left homeless as a result of the flood? 

 

4. Through Governor Moore's Executive Order, with what four significant duties did he task the West 

Virginia Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry into the Buffalo Creek Flood?  

 

Think Critically: Photo Analysis  

• What stands out to you about this photograph of the debris left by the Buffalo Creek Flood?  

• What is the value of this image? Does it help you gain a better understanding of the flood? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 



 

 


