
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 27 

On the night of February 27, 1912, the steamer H. K. Bedford sank in the 

Ohio River near Waverly. 

 
CSO: SS.8.24, SS.8.14, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Parkersburg Sentinel, February 28, 1912) 

1. What was assumed to be the origin of the H.K. Bedford’s demise?  

 

2. Why did the boat have an abnormally large load to haul?  

 

3. According to the article, what was the approximate cost of the damage?  

 

Think Critically: It’s 1912 and you are a reporter for the Parkersburg News and Sentinel; the news about 

the sinking of the H.K. Bedford on the Ohio River has come across your desk. What three questions would 

ask the survivors of the incident?  

• The H.K. Bedford was en route from Williamstown-Marietta northwards on the Ohio River to East 

Liverpool, Ohio. Which of the following river cities would the boat have traveled through to get 

there? (Y= Yes, N=No) 

▪ St. Marys: _______ 

▪ Paden City: ______ 

▪ Ravenswood_____ 

▪ Clendenin: _______ 

▪ New Martinsville: ____ 

▪ Wheeling: _____ 

▪ Pt. Pleasant: _____ 

▪ Weirton: _____ 

▪ Bruceton Mills: _____ 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 


