
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 14 

On March 14, 1891, the Legislature passed an act establishing a 

commission to organize the West Virginia exhibit at the World's 

Columbian Exposition of 1893. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (Aretas Brooks Fleming Papers, 1890-1893, Agricultural Exposition, 1892, 

AR-1729, 27A; Boyd B. Stutler Collection, John Brown Souvenir, World's Columbian Exhibition, 1893, 

Ms78-1; MacCorkle Collection, Sc91-70) 

Document 1 

1. Where did the Board of Agriculture meet with the World's Fair Commission? What was the purpose 

of their meeting? 

 

2. Who was the author of this letter to Governor A. B. Fleming?  

 

 Document 2 

3. Why is John Brown referred to as the “Liberator of Kansas and the Martyr of Virginia?” 

 

4. What was John Brown's goal in raiding Harpers Ferry?  

 

5. Explain the significance of John Brown's Raid at Harpers Ferry and explain why this event would be 

a worthy addition to an exhibit of West Virginia at the 1893 World's Fair. 

 

Think Critically: (Essay 200-250 words) Select three individuals and/or events that YOU would want to be 

displayed in an exhibit at the World's Fair if it were held today. Explain their significance and the purpose of 

including them in your exhibit.  

 

 

West Virginia State Building, 

World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 


