
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 28 

On October 28, 1958, an explosion at the Oglebay Norton's Burton coal 

mine in Nicholas County resulted in the deaths of fourteen miners. 

 

CSO: SS.8.9, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Nicholas Chronicle October 30, 1958) 

1. The State Director of Mines, Crawford L. Wilson, suspected it was a gas ignition that caused the 

explosion. What type of gas do you suspect was the source?  

 

2. How far underground did the explosion originate? 

 

Think Critically: How have coal mine safety regulations changed since the 1950s? Are inspections required 

more frequently? Can you think of another potential danger that would ignite an explosion in a coal mine? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


