
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 14 

On November 14, 1970, a chartered plane carrying the Marshall 

University football team and supporters of the program crashed near 

Huntington, killing 75 people. 

CSO: SS.8.18, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.30 

Investigate the Document: (The Herald-Advertiser, November 15, 1970) 

1. Where was the Marshall University football team returning from the night of their fateful flight back 

to Huntington?  

 

2. Who was the governor of West Virginia present at the scene of the crash? 

 

3. How was the crash described by the Federal Aviation Agency spokesman? 

 

Think Critically: How did the 1970 Marshall University plane crash impact the city of Huntington? How 

does Marshall University continue to honor those who lost their lives? What significance does the tragic 

event have in West Virginia history? Identify Huntington and Cabell County on a map. Also find the relative 

location of Huntington compared to the community from which the flight originated. Engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative discussions concerning the 1970 Marshall University plane crash, (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners, using texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing ideas clearly. 

 

Plane crash memorial at Spring Hill Cemetery, Huntington 

(Photograph by Matthew Geiger) 



 

  



 


