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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
NOVEMBER 18

Colonel John Francis Hamtramck of Shepherdstown,
who commanded a Virginia regiment in the Mexican War

On November 18, 1846, Virginia Governor William Smith issued a
proclamation calling for the formation of a regiment for service in the

Mexican War.

CS0O:SS.8.22, ELAS8.1
Investigate the Document: (Ms79-21)

1. According to the letter, the armistice between this commanding U.S. general (namesake of a Putnam
County community as well as the inspiration for the high school’s mascot) and the commander of the
Mexican Army, General Santa Anna, had been terminated, making peace seemingly in the “far
distance.”

2. According to Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, without these two intangibles, neither officers nor
men could have confidence in each other.

Think Critically: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo set a border between Texas and Mexico, and

ceded California, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, most of Arizona and Colorado, and parts of Oklahoma,
Kansas, and Wyoming to the United States. How would the addition of new western territories inflame
sectional tensions in the build-up to the Civil War? Summarize the Wilmot Proviso and Compromise of
1850. Describe how John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry caused the inflammation of sectional tensions prior
to the Civil War.
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