
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 23 

On November 23, 1862, General George Crook ordered the Second 

(West) Virginia Cavalry to launch a raid against a Confederate camp in 

the Sinking Creek Valley. Major William H. Powell, who led the attack, 

was later awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions at 

Sinking Creek. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Civil War Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I 

Vol. 21) 

1. What instructions did General Crook give that was intended to save Colonel Lane, commander of the 

Eleventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, ten miles of marching? What was the objective of the mission?  

 

2. According to the report given by Colonel Lane, they were seventeen miles from 

____________________despite the delay of crossing the Gauley River on November 24. What 

happened when Lane’s regiment encountered a party of enemy scouts? Was the weather a concern? If 

so, how?  

 

3. According to the report given by Colonel Paxton, where were the Confederate troops discovered by 

the Second West Virginia Volunteer Cavalry? Why were the Confederates stationed at this location? 

 

4. Who did Colonel Paxton credit for leading the charge? How many Confederate troops were captured? 

 

Think Critically: How were the Union troops able to successfully complete the raid without a single 

casualty? Did the weather and terrain play a role in these operations? Who was in control of western Virginia 

at this point in the war? Union or Confederates? 

 

General George Crook 



 

  



 


