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West Virginia State Archives

Greenbrier Baptist Church in Alderson was founded on November 24,
1781.

CSO: SS.8.21,SS.8.23, ELA 8.1
Investigate the Document: (Ms83-23, Box 8, Folder 2)
1. Greenbrier Baptist Church in Alderson was founded on November 24, 1781, thirty-six days after this
legendary British general surrendered at Yorktown, effectively ending the American Revolution.

2. How many acres did John Alderson take up on the south side of the Greenbrier River?

3. How many counties that are currently in present-day West Virginia existed at the outset of the
American Revolution?

4. What are the (3) “great periods in the development of American Baptists?”

5. How many missions existed in the Baptists denomination at the time the Greenbrier Church was
established?

6. How many people were in the original congregation? Was western Virginia more favorable to
Baptists than coastal Virginia?

Think Critically: How has religion shaped the culture of West Virginia and Appalachia? What were the
differences that existed between those who settled on the western side of the Allegheny Mountains and those
who resided on the eastern side?
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One Hundred and Thirtieth Anniversary of Old Greenbrier Church

One Hundred and Thirtieth Anniversary Sermon

Preached by the Pastor, Rev. Robert B. McDanel,
Sunday Morning, November 26, 1911,

Genesis 47:9 -**And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, the
days of the years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and
thirty years.”

On the nineteenth day of October, 1781, on the his-
toric soil of old Virginia, with the surrender of Cornwallis
to Washington, there came to an end the most remarkable
war of modern history, and the new American Republic
entered on its great career. Thirty-six days after the
surrender at Yorktown, this church was organized by a
company of twelve Baptists who had settled in this almost
wilderness. It was in 1777, four years before, when Rev.
John Alderson came into this country and took up a tract
of 1750 acres of land on the south side of the Greenbrier
River. At the same time William Morris, his brother-in-
law, took up a tract of the same size on the north side of
the river. The site of John Alderson’s home was where
now stands the cottage next to and west of the Alderson
Hotel. There he lived for many years. After the death
of his wife he went to live with his son, Joseph, who oc-
cupied the old stone house now owned by Bro. Joseph
Thurmond, and in that house he died March 5, 1821, on
his 83rd birthday. It was a great country to which he
came in 1777. He had journeyed over the mountains from
Rockingham Countv on two missionary trips into this val-
ley of the Greenbrier before he came finally to settle.
Like Abraham of old, he was called into a new country,
not to be founder of a new nation, but to be the pioneer
and herald of all Christian work in this entire section, and
when this church was organized on November 24, 1781, it
was the first church of any denomination in what is now
all of southern West Virginia. At the beginning of the
Revolutionary War there were about 30,000 people living
in what is now the State of West Virginia. The present
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counties of Berkeley and Hampshire had then been form-
ed, and Augusta and Botetourt Counties then extended
from the Blue Ridge to the OhioRiver. Greenbrier County
was formed out of Botetourt County in 1777, the same
year that Elder John Alderson settled here. When it was
first formed it extended to the Ohio River. Monongalia
and Ohio Counties had been organized in 1776, so that dur-
ing the Revolution there were then these five counties,
Monongalia, Ohio, Greenbrier, Hampshire and Berkeley,
of the now West Virginia. Harrison, the next county to
be formed, was organized in 1784. It was a great field
Elder John Alderson had to work, and it was exceedingly
appropriate that this church should be called Greenbrier,
here on the brink of the river of that name, and in this
county, second largest now in the State, and then com-
prising what is now several counties.

Off here, on this western side of the mountains, the
people were somewhat cut off from the busy life beyond.
Every energy was given to the transformation of the
wilderness into habitable places of abode. Here in Vir-
ginia the Baptists had fought and practically won their
battle for religious liberty, and there were no hardships
or restrictions put on our West Virginia Baptist fathers.
There are really three great periods in the development of
American Baptists: the Colonial period up to the begin-
ning of the Revolutionary War; the expansion period, from
the Declaration of Independence to the Mexican War;
and the present period of evangelism and education.
This church then, beginning 130 years ago, became a very
great factor in the work of the period of expansion. We
came into being at a great time in Baptist histhory. In
1781, Alexander Carson, that great Baptist theologian,
whose book on baptism is a classie, was a boy of five years
old. Robert Hall, one of the greatest of English Baptist
preachers, that year entered the University of Aberdeen.
Just one year later, another great English preacher, An-
drew Fuller, began his wonderful ministry at Kettering;
and William Carey, the pioneer of Baptist foreign missions,
was twenty years old, cobbling shoes for aliving, and get-
ting his wonderful vision of the evangelization of the
heathen world. In the new American Republic there were
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some great men among the Baptists. Morgan Ed-
wards, that great Welch-American, preacher, scholar,
historian, was in the glory of his intellectual attainments.
James Manning, great name among Baptist educators,
was in the zenith of his power as President of Rhode Is-
land College, now Brown University, our first Baptist
school. Isaac Backus, that great historian and Rhode Is-
land’s second great apostle of religious liberty, was in the
prime of his power at 57 years of age. John Gano was
just out of the Continental Army, where he had been one
of its great chaplains and a trusted friend of George
Washington, going back to his pastorate of the First
Baptist Church of New York City. Hezekiah Smith and
Samuel Stillman were great Baptist preachers of Massa-
chusetts; and it was seven years before the birth of Adon-
iram Judson, the first American Baptist foreign mission-
ary. There were only ten Baptist Associations in the col-
onies when this church was organized, the oldest, of course,
being the Philadelphia Association organized in 1707. One
of these Associations was in Virginia, the Ketockton, or-
ganized in 1766. This church, when it was formed, be-
came a member of that Association. There were only two
small Baptist churches in Maryland. There was no Bap-
tist church in the city of Baltimore until 1785. The first
Baptist church organized in Kentucky was just five months
before ours, and it was constituted by a Baptist preacher
from Virginia. There was no Baptist church in Ohio until
several years after our organization.

There were no missionary organizations in our denom-
ination when our church was organized. All of our great
societies came into existence some years later. Yet the
churches and the pioneer preachers were thoroughly im-
bued with the misgionary spirit. They went out like the
old appostles, ever pressing forward, seeking new fields,
and preaching wherever there were people to listen to
them. It was the only way the work of extension could
be carried on. That is a very significant fact in our own
history. Here was a church planted in the wilderness,
like one bright star shining in a sky of darkness. Not
another Baptist church for miles. Far to the north in
Harrison and Monongalia counties were the two small
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churches, Simpson’s Creek and Forks of Cheat, organized
in 1774 and 1775. Here we stood alone, a brave little
band with sturdy convictions. Twelve members, a signi-
ficant number; eight men and four women, and their
names are surely immortal: John Alderson, Mary Alder-
son, Thomas Alderson, John Kippers, John Sheppherd,
John Skaggs, Katherine Skaggs, Joseph Skaggs, Lucy
Skaggs, Bailey Wood, Ann Wood and James Wood. In
those early years the membership was scattered over a
wide extent of territory. It is recorded in the minutes,
July 26, 1788, that those who lived nigh were required to
attend the services once a month. Those who lived with-
in fifteen miles must come once a quarter, and those at
further distance once a year. There were some difficul-
ties about attending church services in those days. Very
early in the history is mention made of Elder Alderson’s
missionary journeys. Before the eighteenth century
closed we find him preaching down on the Kanawha river.
While I have not the facts of history at hand, I have al-
ways supposed that he had something to do with the or-
ganization of the Old Kanawha Church at Pratt in 1793.
Mention is made of preaching on Gauley River, as well as
all the points near at hand. It is no wonder then that
this church has always been a missionary church, it was
born in a distinctly missionary epoch and lived in a dis-
tinetly missionary environment. And it is to be noted
with special pride that in all these years we have never
faltered in our missionary allegiance. The decade from
1835 to 1845 was a trying time of defection, when the di-
vision came between the socalled Primative or Hard Shell
Baptists, and those who believed in evangelism and mis-
sionary benevolence. Right herein West Virginia church-
es were rent asunder, and for awhile the breach was seri-
ous. But truth won, and today the ‘‘Hardshells’”’ number
all together only a little over 100,000. Not a particle of
that anti-missionary heresy ever struck Old Greenbrier
Church, no more than the great oak is moved by the sum-
mer zephyrs. We are indeed a missionary Baptist Church.

Notice the phenomenal growth of American Baptists.
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War they number-
ed less than ten thousand. It is improbable that they
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increased very much during the war, because of the trou-
bled times. In 1792, when our church was eleven yeurs
old, the number of American Baptists was 35,100. In 1800,
they were estimated at 100,000. In 1850, they numbered
815,200, and and the figures in our Year Book for 1911 are
5,283,000. Can we not with real pride and gratitude say,
what hath God wrought? Surely no other denomination
can show such remarkable growth! That period of expan-
sion in which we were organized was the era that made
this great advance possible, and I am so glad to know that
this dear old church came to the kingdom for just such a
time, and that it was one of the factors of that expansion.
We led the way in this section, and in the territory where
130 years ago there was this one church of twelve mem-
bers, there are now nearly 300 churches and more than
22,000 members. “‘There shall be a handful of cornin the
earth upon the top of the mountain; the fruit thereof shall
be like Lebanon.”’

This church was organized at a peculiarly favorable
time. The war for independence was over, and the colo-
nies had won. Over on this side of the mountains wasout
of the track of war, and everything was conducive to
peace. Over in Virginia the battle for religious liberty
waged by the Baptists had not yet been fully won, but the
tide was then turning in our favor. Men like Thomas
Jefferson, Patrick Henry, and James Madison had risen to
champion the Baptist cause. Here on our side of the
state there was no persecutions of Baptists. West Vir-
ginia’s motto was even then true: ‘‘Montani Semper Lib-
eri,” “Mountaineers are always free.”” Before the eight-
eenth century was out the Virginia Legislature repealed
all obnoxious laws of religious oppression, and all religi-
ous bodies were placed on an equality before the law. Or-
ganized as we were at the time of Cornwallis's surrender,
and before religious liberty was fully established, we have
really been contemporary with all the movements of
American Baptists. We have seen it all. We came into
being at a strategic hourin history. The clock had struck
for a great movement forward and with the first sound of
it the Baptists whee'ed into the very front line. It was a
marvelous growth of our denomination that began imme-
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diately following the Revolution, and this church was in at
the beginning. Dr. Riley says, “‘More rapid headway
was gained by the Baptists of the South in the periods im-
mediately succeeding the Revolution, by reason of the
thorough accord of the policy of Baptist churches with the
genius of the government and the republican spirit of the
masses. If Baptists did much toward achieving Ameri-
can independence, the consumation of that event in turn
did much for their denominational expansion.”’

In the matter of denominational education we have
made gigantic strides. 130 years ago we had just one
Baptist school, Brown University at Providence, R. I.,
called then Rhode Island College. This church was 34
vears old before the next Baptist College was founded,
Colby, at Waterville, Maine. Richmond College is the
oldest Baptist College south of the Mason and Dixon line,
and it was established in 1832, when this church was 51
years old, and in the the same year that Rev. James O. Al-
derson, third pastor of this church, died. The oldest Bap-
tist Academy in the United States is the Hebron in Maine,
organized in 1804. The oldest Baptist Academies in the
South are the Hearne Academy at Cave Springs, Georgia,
and Hollins Institute in Virginia, founded in 1839 and 1842.
And now after 130 years, see what we have: 184 institu-
tions, academies, colleges, universities; more than 50,000
students in these institutions, and listen. property includ-
ing endowment, valued at almost $75,000,000! Again see
what God hath wrought! We had not a single charitable
institution 130 years ago. Today we have more than 40
orphan’s homes, homes for the aged, and hospitals situat-
ed in various parts of the country. There were no Bap-
tist papers or periodicals 130 vears ago, and now they are
everywhere. So far as is known the first Baptist paper
published in America was one by Rev. Henry Holcomb,
pastor of the Baptist Church in Savanah, Georgia, in 1802,
It lived but a brief time. The oldest Baptist weekly is
the “Watchman’’ of Boston, established in 1819. The Re-
ligious Herald of Richmond began in 1828,

This church has had the unique distinetion of contrib-
uting to missions through the old Triennial Convention,
the Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention, and now
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the missionary societies connected with the Northern
Baptist Convention. ‘rhe first foreign mission society of
American Baptists was the Triennial Convention organized
in 1814, just after Judson went to Burma as a Congrega-
tional missionary but become a Baptist on the voyage
through his study of the New Testament. The Trienmal
Convention was followed by the organization of the Pub-
lication Society in 1824, and the Home Mission Society in
1832. The organization of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in 1845 was a direct effect of the agitation of the'slav-
ery question. The story is too long to be told on this oc-
casion. It was one of the advance guns of the Civil War.
But let it be clearly and fully understood that the Bap-
tists never split into two distinct and opposing branches
as did some other denominations. There were made then,
and still are, both Southern and Northern Conventions,
but we are all one people. What was said in the first
meeting of the Southern Convention in 1845, was true then
and is true now: ‘‘Northern and Southern Baptists are
still brethren. They differ in no article of faith. They
are guided by the same principles of gospel order.”’ The
Southern Baptists believe they had a right to withdraw
from the missionary organization, and now after all these
years, who denies that right? So, for the; years after _t}}e
Southern Convention was organized until West Virginia
was created a separate state, our church was affiliated
with the Southern Boards. After the year 1865, West
Virginia Baptists have been connected in all their mission-
ary work with the Northern Baptist Convention, so that
Greenbrier Church has lived through the three adminis-
trations, and seen all the changes. i

Some members of this church have been honored with
positions of political honor. Joseph Alderson, son of El-
der John, and an honored deacon of the church, was a
member of the Virginia Legislature, in the lower house,
for six terms, between the years 1824 and 1833. Our
brother, Senior Deacon George Alderson, was elecged to
the West Virginia House of Delegates for the session of
1885. John G. Lobban was a Senator from 1883 to 1887,
and George Alderson, Jr., was a member of the House of
Delegates for the two sessions of 1903 and 1905.
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So like the old patriarch, Jacob, we can speak of the
one hundred and thirty years of our pilgrimage. We have
seen great changes and great developments. Let us be
sure that we give God all the glory, both for what He has
done for our own church and our denomination. The
twelve members of 130 years ago now number
more than five hundred. Surely God has wrought greatlv.
We have great reason to be proud of our church. We
have been singluarly blessed. In all these years there has
been no breach or division in our body. There has never
arisen any question that has marred the peace of the body.
Harmony and good will have been characteristic of the
one hundred and thirty years. No false dcetrire has ever
come in to make chism and strife, but on and on, steadily,
unswervingly, as true as the needle to the pole, the church
has moved on, sound in the faith once delivered to the
saints. It is a position of honor to be the pastor of such
a church. It is a sacred heritage that we enjoy. We
stand on holy ground. In our churchyard sleeping are the
bodies of the holy men and women who have labored here,
and have entered upon their reward. A great part of the
host have crossed the flood. Do they not call on us today
for faithful service? Shall we not be worthy of our fath-
ers? There are so many members in this church who are
the children of the generations precedingz, all of them in
this church fellowship. Up to this morning I have bap-
tized 143 into membership in this church since I became
your pastor. 67 of them were the descendents of mem-
bers of the church, members now living and others long
since gone. Brethren, itis a greatrecord. I rejoice in it.
So do you. I'm proud of our church, andso are you. I
consider it a great honor to be the pastor of such achurch,
made up of such a loyal people. But God make us more
consecrated, more Christlike, as we stand here today,
zvith our thoughts on the past and our faces toward the

uture.

.
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THE ANNIVERSARY SERVICES.

A feeling prevails in the hearts of our people that every
five years there should be a special celebration of the an-
niversary of our organization. Accordingly the arrange-
ments for this 130th anniversary were entrusted, by vote
of the church, to the pastor and the deacons.

The services of the anniversary bagan on Sunday,
November 26. It was a beautiful day of bright sunshine,
and for the time of year could not have been better. A
great congregation gathered at the church for the morn-
ing service. It was pleasing to the eye as the people en-
tered the door and saw the decorations that had been ar-
ranged by Miss Emma Alderson’s skilful hands. On the
wall behind the pulpit over the doors leading into the rear
rooms were the figures in evergreens ‘‘1781°’ and ‘‘1911.”’
Just below these dates were figures ‘‘12’’ and ‘‘506’’ in
gilt, representing the membership in the beginning and
at the present. Suspended over the baptistery were gilt
figures ‘‘130,’’ representing the one hundred and thirty
golden years between the two.dates. On the wall over
the baptistery arch was the motto: ‘‘See what God hath
wrought.”” The pulpit platform was still further beauti-
fied by ferns and pink carnations, the whole decoration
showing exquisite beauty and taste. In connection with
this morning service, the letters from former pastors were
read.

The afternoon fellowship service was a great occasion.
After reading the old covenant, which was adopted by the
church the day it was organized, the pastor gave the hand
of fellowship to forty new members, and nearly two hun-
dred participated in the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.

At the night service the pastor began a series of
evangelistic sermons on the ‘‘Prodigal Son,’’ and the day
was concluded with a baptismal service.

Monday night, November 27, was ‘‘interdenomina-
tional’”” night. A large and representative audience was
present. Rev. J. M. Sloan and Mr. E. Chase Bare very
happily expressed the greetings of the Presbyterian and
Methodist Churches of Alderson. Rev. R. B. Hudson,
pastor of the Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church at
Sinks Grove, made the address of the evening. He spoke

i
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with force and eloquence on t.h.e streng:th of the church
and that its power v;'as in its ian{:}t: in God. It was a for-
i resentation of a great truth. “ e
mbleT‘:lesday night, Noyember 28, was Baptist night.
Rev. H. S. Hall of the Baptist Church of Hinton, Moder-
ator of Greenbrier Association made an addrgss, and Rev.
W. F. Dunaway, Jr., of Beckley, spoke on ‘‘Our Mission
as Baptists.”” Both of these addresses were sound deliv-
erances concerning our faith and doctrine.

LETTERS FROM FORMER PASTORS

Shelby, N. (., 21 Nov., 1911.

To the Greenbrier Baptist Church,
Remembered and Beloved.
Greeting:—

God has brought your great church to her one hundred and
thirtieth milestone, making an appropriate time to pause and
consider the way over which you have come, and the great men,
both elerical and lay. who have entered into the joy of ﬂu‘ll"l‘(il.(l.
and the fragrance of whose piety and labor lingers upon you as

i r benediction _

o ﬂb[l‘d\l'l(lrtr servant in the years agone—fragrant, hlc.Nud _\'vo:u-a !:
long to be with you in your commemoration: but it may not "l
that I can be there in bodily presence. But T am with yon, anc
shall always be with you, in the higher and more blessed com-
i [ Spirit.
nmm“\“e’i(t)}lt&(;\ut' unutterable gratitude to God and to you, I,”:'
eall your patient eharity, as you forgave sometimes, and over-
looked sometimes, the callow utterances of a young man like .I
was then, who dared to walk in the pastorate after John ;\_I(l(-l-‘
son, the venerable :llll]‘th \.'0]11;ratcd‘ and after a long line of
»r sainted men in the ministry. y
g 'l';‘\lgls‘-‘h:ulm\'s upon my day are growing rapidly longer, even
as T write. But I want to tell you, in the sweet confidence 1‘»f an
abiding love of you and yours, that T am not afraid as the
vs lengthen
Shndo;\’lﬂ\’](}:‘xﬁ':u-st wish for you,and my prayer to God is, that
more and more, as the years goon, you may l'L'ﬂ('l‘K.tl_lP‘h':\('hlll;_'ﬂ
and spirit of the Lord Jesus in all your life and activity. TaE

Give my personal love to each and to all of the 0ld Guarc
in vour membership and to their children for their sake

“In the humble hope of a blessed Immortality, T am,
Yours in the Master's work,
BAYLESS ("ADE.

-
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Bushnell, Fla., Nov. 16th, 1911.

Greenbrier Baptist Church,
Alderson, W. Va.,
Dear Brethren:— 3

Though far away I am with you in heart today Memorics
of the early days come to mind One hundred and thirty years!
Father Alderson and the others laid the foundations, others built
and you are now building thereon. Their work proved perman-—
ent. May yours be also. Let not chaff or stubble oruntempered
mortar enter the walls. You are building not only for all time,
but in a higher sense for eternity. The eyes of heaven look down
upon you today and expect every one to do his duty May ycur
work be worthy of the **Well done” we hope to hear when we
enter into rest

My health is good for a man of sixty-three I hope to meet
you again. If not here, then hereafter. *“God be with you till
we meet again.”

Yours in His name,
M. A. KELLEY.

Atoka, Okla., Nov. 21, 1911.

Greenbrier Baptist Church,
Alderson, W. Va.
Dear Members and Friends:—

Thanks for the kind invitation from your good pastor, for
a message from one of the former pastors, in this another happy
milestone reached in your honored history.

While we take delight in writing, how much more we
would enjoy looking into your faces —the very thought makes me
smile.

Long as mind shall last, the most pleasant thoughts will
linger of the time we had the honor to serve our Christ as your
pastor and friend. In those days we felt his leading hand, and,
thank God, you in your changes and we in our changes have felt
the same leading and loving hand. We rejoice with you that
Pastor MeDanel is your pastor and is honored of God in seeing
great things accomplished by your united efforts We rejoice as
we read of the higher climbing in giving in the name of Christ to
state, home and foreign work The true and growing church is
the church that breathes the air of her Lord and Master and
hears: “‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations.” A blessing will
come to the individual and ehurch who in all ways will obey the
Divine call.

Greenbrier church has the widest field, not only working
at home but through the many scholars who come to the Alder-
son Academy, in helping to influence and shape their lives, not
only for Christ but for the largest service. TLast week we at-
tended the Oklahoma State Convention. Mrs. Killian was at the
car one morning and I was talking (as usual) and I heard a
voice saying, *‘I thought that was Mr. Killian” and there shak-
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ing my hand was Miss Mary Brown, one of your girls, who now
is working among the Indians, and they say that she is doing
well, indeed. T tell you we had a geod old chat and soon she and
Mrs. Killian had a fine time.

Each of us rend our love and best wishes and assurance of
our continued prayers for the BEST YEARS FOR THE OLD AND
HONORED Gl EENERIER BAPTIST CHUFCH AND ITS8 NOBLE P:
TOR. While we could not stop to see you while coming West we
hope to see you another time and stay longer.

May the Annivers: ry Day bring cheer to your hearts and
give you new desizes and larger hopes for the coming year and
years.

Mrs. Killian joins me in sending our very best wishes, I am

Your one time pastor and all time friend,
J. C. KILLTAN.

Orangeburg, S. C., November 21, 1911.

To the Members of the Greenbrier Baptist Church,
Alderson, W. Va.
My dear Brethren:

I send you greeting and Christian love upon this, the occa-
sion of your One Hundred and Thirtieth Annive Y.

What a history has been yours. Your sagacious fathers
built better than they knew. rovidence has favored you with a
long and honorable career. Today you stand strong in numbers,
strong in influence and strong in m;:am" tion But the measure
of your worth is not in these but rather in the service you have
rendered to God and man. "The seeking of lostsouls at hcme and
abroad has been your consuming passion and your love for the
lost has received a noble response in the hundreds who have been
added to your fellowship

The reports of your work, which from time to time reach
me, are thrilling to a degree. The grace of God has abounded to-
ward you and in the midst of rejoicing you should return thanks
to the Father of Lights for his many and wonderous blessings
which have rested upon you as a church.

The present pastorate is doubtless the most prosperous in
your history, and I thanl God for the gift to you of a noble,
strong, consecrated and loyal pastor, who has made as his own,
the sorrows, burdens, hopes and dreams of your life

As I write these lines precious memories come to me of
vanished days. You, my brethren, were my first love and I
shall never cease to thank God for that arrangement of ' rovi-
dence by which I came to you,and I record with great pleasure
the fact that from the very beginning you were patient, sympa-
thetie, generous and loyal to me as your pastor.

I have not forgotten you; no, not for a single day, and even
now I say with Israel of old in the house of bondage, “*If I forget
thee, oh  Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”
Eagerly do I receive all tidings from you and what joy of heart
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has been mine on hearing of your faithfulness in the service of
the King.

How well T loved you you will never know. The happiest
hours of my life were when I stood in the public service and
looked into your faces. I see you now, though far away. It is
the hour of morning worship. A holy hush has fallen upon the
earth as you reach out your hands unto the Father. The loving
eyes of Christ look on you and he stretches out his hand to lift
you up to himself and his own words of loving sympathy are
spoken again unto you, *‘Come unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden and I will give you rest’” Then you throw all your
burdens down at the foot of the er and the peace that passeth
all understanding enters your soul.

In short my brethren, “I thank my God upon every re-
membrance of you. Always in every prayer of mine making re-
quest with joy for your fellowship in the gospel, from the first
day until now, being confident of this very thing, that He which
hath begun a good work in you will peform it until the day of
Jesus Christ. * # * And this I pray that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment. That ye
may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be sincere
and without offence till the day of Jesus Christ.”

“Finally brethren whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report, if there be any virtue, and 1f there be any praise,
think on these things.”” ‘‘Grace be unto you and peace from God
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Affectionately,
GEro. E. DAvVIs.

Henderson, N. C., November 21, 1911.

Dear Brother MeDanel:

1t is a pleasure to send you a word of greeting in connec-
tion with the 130th anniversary of the founding of the old church.
I can scarcely realize, however, that five years have passed since
we celebrated its 125th anniversary.

On first thought T was inclined to feel that you were estab-
lishing a })w(mlcnt for too frequent celebrations of this event.
After some reflection I changed my mind. Once in five years is
not too often to pause to erect a milestone and take an inventory
of the lessons from the past. It is worth while to keep before us
the fact that we are making history, and the work should be all
the better for a little voluntary attention. Then, it is impossible
to understand the present or to predict the future without a
knowledge of the past. Only the man who recognizes the solid-
arity of history can interpret individual events.

have said so much- in former years concerning the
church’s past that I shall now confine myself to its present and
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its future. I desire toc ongr atulate the church upon the achieve-
ments of the past five y¢ so far as these fail within the pres-
ent pastorate. I have rejoi wl in the nun al growth of the
church asan indication of its increased'capacity for service to the
community We have abandoned the idea of the church as an
ark or a city of refuge  We think of 1t instead as an organiza-
tion for serving God through our service for men. What an in-
fluence ouzht such a membership as yours exert upon the whole
community! What a power it can wield when it truly n-:xlizw
that its mission is not to be ministered unto but to minister!

I have been gratified to note that the people of the communi-
ties about the town have more and more shown their willingness
to co operate with the central church and do their work through

the one organization. I trus. that they will continue this policy

and will spend no money in the erection of chureh buildings ex-
cept for school purposes  ‘Their pul)ll(‘ worship can be done in
one central church. The enlightened Christian sentiment of the
a.e is condemning our former reckless expenditure of money in
erecting and adorninz mere houses of prayer. We are at last
seeing clearly llmtnm church buildings must be adapted to the
worship of God through a ministry to the needs of His children.
Lhe temple, the mosque, and the cathedral are monuments of
ages thatsaid ** Lord, Lord,’but ne Hln-r understood nor perform-
ed the thing which he commanded I shall rejoice when the
Old Greenbrier is able to erect a working plant adequate for her
growing needs She is doing 1hi~' now in the equipment of the
Academy, which I trust will ever remain a vital part of the
church’s life and work

In congratulating the church upon its past achievements and
its future prospects I would not forget the workers who have fal-
len by the wayside, ere the goal had been reached. Some of
these have fallen since 1 left you One, whose name the church
must write high in the li:-'r of its faithful, passed out of the race
just a few days ago. ‘““I'hese all, having had witness borne to
them ll\lnll“ll lln-n faith received not the promise 7 But they
have coutributed their part, as we may do. Some day the work
will be done, and in its completion and completeness the work-
ers shall rejoice together.

With my prayers for the success of the church in its work
for the coming of the kingdom and the King, I remain,
Very sincerely yours,
J. W. MORGAN.
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