
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 15 

The Silver Bridge in Point Pleasant collapsed on December 15, 1967, 

resulting in the deaths of 46 persons. 

 
CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Jennings Randolph Collection, Ms2017-016; West Virginia Historical 

Society Volume XV, No. 4, October 2001) 

1. What year was the construction of the Silver Bridge completed? It was named the Silver Bridge 

because it had the distinction of being the first _______________ ________________ bridge. 

 

2. Were there routine periodic inspections conducted on the Silver Bridge prior to its collapse? When 

was the most recent inspection completed prior to the collapse? 

 

3. What were (3) reasons that residents cited as the tragic cause of the Silver Bridge collapse? What was 

the actual reason given for the Silver Bridge’s tragic collapse into the Ohio River? 

 

Think Critically: The Silver Bridge collapse inspired legislation to regularly do what regarding aging 

bridges around the United States? How did the Silver Bridge collapse impact the local economy and 

transportation? What supernatural being was regularly “sighted” by residents in the Pt. Pleasant area in the 

leadup to the Silver Bridge collapse?    

 

 



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 


