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Wells Makes History
With First Dunk

On December 21, 1984, Georgeann Wells of West Virginia University

became the first woman to dunk a basketball in a college game.

CS0O: SS.8.9,SS.8.11, SS.8.25
Investigate the Document: (Dominion Post, December 23, 1984)
1. The night after Georgeann Wells recorded the first dunk in women’s college basketball history, she
tied WVU’s all-time scoring record to help lead the Mountaineers to a 92-79 victory over
. How many points did she score?

2. What did Wells say she did every time she thought about dunking the ball?

Think Critically: Sports culture has traditionally, and historically, been thought of as a male arena —a
masculine world dominated by male athletes and male spectators. Has the coverage of women’s sports
increased since Georgeann Wells played for WVU in the mid-1980s? Does The history of female athletes
trying to prove men wrong in many ways mirrors the wider struggle for women’s equality in American
society? Describe the arc of women’s rights during the twentieth century—begin with suffrage and move
through Title IX and into the 20" century.

History Bowl Bonus: WVU Women’s Basketball plays in this athletic conference, where they were the
champions of the 2017 conference tournament.
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Wells encores with school scoring mark

ELKINS — Georgeann Wells,
one night after recording coliege
basketball's first-ever slam dunk
by a woman, tied the West
Virginia ali-time scoring mark to
lead the Mountaineers to a 92-7%
win over Marshall in the WVU
Classic title game Saturday
night at the Randolph County
Armory.

Wells' 35 points tied the school
one-game mark set by the Moun-
taineers’ all-time leading scorer,
Cathy Parsons, in a 1980 contest.

The win Saturday night also
wrapped up WVU’s first tourna-
ment win of any kind In the
team's 13-year history.

Wells was named the tourna-
ment MVP for her heroics.

The University of Charleston,
behind Sherry Winn's 22 points,
upended Fairmont State 7263 in

the tournament consolation
game earlier in the evening.

In addition to her points, the &
7 Wells brought down 18 re-
bounds to share high rebounding
honors with teammate Olivia
Bradiey

As § team, the Mountaineers
out-rebounded the Thundering
Herd 72-28.

Wells also blocked eight shots,
while Elkins-native Alexis Basil
dished off 11 assists

Of her dunk the previous eve-
ning, Wells said, ‘"'l wasn’t
thinking about getting it tonight
Everytime | think about slam-
ming, [ miss {t."""

“My stomach had been bother-
ing me all day,”” Wells added. "I
don't know whether it was
nerves or what. But after I
slammed it was all over with."

Several women have been
trying to make the first dunk in
women's college basketball, in-

cluding heralded University of
Southern California star Cheryl
Miller. But it was Wells who
made the historic shot

“It was there,” she said. “I'm
excited. Everybody's excited.”

Charleston had scored to make
it 83-80, but Wells had stayed In
the backcourt. Senior guard Lisa
Ribble spotted the lanky center
and fired the in-bounds pass to
her at half court, and Wells
raced in for the slam with 11:58
to play

West Virginia coach Kittie
Blakemore removed Wells from
the game after the dunk She
finished with 16 points and 11
rebounds

The WVU Classic all-tourna-
ment team consisists of Bradley,
and Basil from WVU, Karen
Pelphrey from Marshall, Rita
Rhodes of Fairmont State, and
Charleston's Winn

The Mountaineers ($-2) travel
to Cincinnatti Friday to take
part in the Communiplex Clas-
sic



