
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 21 

On December 21, 1984, Georgeann Wells of West Virginia University 

became the first woman to dunk a basketball in a college game. 

 

CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.11, SS.8.25 

Investigate the Document: (Dominion Post, December 23, 1984) 

1. The night after Georgeann Wells recorded the first dunk in women’s college basketball history, she 

tied WVU’s all-time scoring record to help lead the Mountaineers to a 92-79 victory over 

_______________________. How many points did she score? 

 

2. What did Wells say she did every time she thought about dunking the ball? 

 

Think Critically: Sports culture has traditionally, and historically, been thought of as a male arena – a 

masculine world dominated by male athletes and male spectators. Has the coverage of women’s sports 

increased since Georgeann Wells played for WVU in the mid-1980s? Does The history of female athletes 

trying to prove men wrong in many ways mirrors the wider struggle for women’s equality in American 

society? Describe the arc of women’s rights during the twentieth century—begin with suffrage and move 

through Title IX and into the 20th century. 

History Bowl Bonus: WVU Women’s Basketball plays in this athletic conference, where they were the 

champions of the 2017 conference tournament.  

 

 

 



 

 

 


